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59,000 Wuhan entrants in masks
take Gaokao
On July 7, a day with heavy
rain, 59,000 students, along with
over a million other students
across China, took the National
Higher Education Entrance
Examination, commonly known as
the Gaokao.
The Gaokao is usually
scheduled for June, but has been
postponed due to the outbreak of
COVID-19. (The last time it took
place in July was in 2002.)
Therefore, these candidates have
experienced rather difficult
moments such as the outbreak of
COVID-19, the three-month
online study, and a one-month
delay of the Gaokao.
What made it even worse was
the terrible weather on the first
day of their two-day examination.
However, many of them remained
calm and were not affected.
From before 7 a.m., students
gradually arrived at the test sites.
To ensure the safety of
candidates, a series of precautions
were taken, including temperature
monitoring and provision of masks
and hand sanitizers for students.
At 7:05 a.m., the test site in
the Wuhan No. 12 Middle School
welcomed its first candidate, Hu
Chang, from Wuhan No. 68
Middle School. Hu got up at 6 a.
m., had breakfast at home, and
then took a bus to the test site
alone. He even brought spare
clothes and shoes, in case he got
wet in the heavy rain.
At the test site in the Wuhan
No. 14 Middle School, several
girls had sandwiches for their
breakfast. They refused to let their
parents accompany them to the
site because they thought the
parents would make them feel
nervous.
In the city, full preparation
was also made for this important
exam. Local transportation
provided candidates with a "green
corridor." Volunteers and taxi
drivers provided free rides to allow
students to travel from home to
the test sites.

Police officer holds umbrella for a student who is looking for her admission card.

Mothers wearing qipao, a traditional Chinese dress, wait outside the test site.
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Graduates take photos after their last class.
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Parents prepare flowers as a gift for
their child to compete the exam.
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Boy cheers his brother on.
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