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Li Wuping, the 67-year-
old team leader said, "we are
the only team of plus-size
elderly models in Wuhan.
Although we don't have slim
figures, we can catwalk on the
stage with great confidence."

The model team has been
in existence for four years and
currently has 20 members.
Before this, there had never
been a model class for plus-
size women among the whole
31 model classes of the
school. Some plump aunts
were asking why couldn't they
be models? In response, the
school opened the class just
for them.

Yao Shichun, a 61-year-
old woman, has been training
in the class for two years. "At
first I was really shy and afraid

of been laughed at by others,
but I was encouraged by the
teacher and other students.
Now I stand in the first row
when we have performances. I
have become more confident
after joining the team."

Zhu Lanfeng, a 69-year-
old woman and head teacher
of the model class, said: "these
happy, plus-size women show
us that no matter how old we
are, we can live a smart and
wonderful life with a positive
and optimistic attitude."

The model team performs
dozens of times a year and
holds benefit performances at
communities and institutions.
Wherever they perform, they
are crowd favorites and are
cheered on by scores of new
fans.

'Plus-size model team'
By Yang Fan

Earthworms contribute to
campus farm

"Chinese cabbages have been
harvested three times. Wild cabbages
are ripening. Daikons are ready to be
picked," said students at the First
Branch School of Wuhan Yingge
Middle School.

They have been busy growing
vegetables in their farm located inside
the Hubei Academy of Agricultural
Science. The school has 23 classes
with one garden plot alloted to each
class.

According to Li Dong, one of
the teachers in charge of the farm,
the field was once a wasteland.

All the students are given the
opportunity to take part in the whole
process of growing vegetables,
ranging from soil preparation,
plowing, fertilizing, sowing to daily
maintenance.

"The students are quite engaged
in the process. Once, when one of
the students complained about the
hard soil, I told them earthworms
could make it soft," Mr. Li said. The
next thing he knew, students were
catching earthworms and buying them
online to contribute to the project.

Jewelry identification major
loves horticulture
By Li Huizi

Just two years ago, Bai Miao
graduated with a jewelry identification
major. He worked as an appraisal for
three months but in his spare time
he was drawn to horticulture.

His love of plants was initially
inspired by his parents. This grew
into him passing his time in gardens.
On Nov. 10, Bai Miao went to the
Wuhan Botanic Garden as usual to
take pictures of some plants and
share them on the internet. As a
horticulture blogger and project
designer, Bai has a following of over
a hundred thousand people on Weibo.

Bai has been featured on
television programs and is a popular
off-campus lecturer at Huazhong
Agricultural University.

In the rehearsal room on the first floor of Hanyang University for the Elderly, a group of women
with an average age of 60 and an average weight of more than 75 kilograms are having classes.
They are learning how to walk with a model's gait in a fashion show.

Qi and his child did it
and found it was not bad at
all. "On the contrary, its smell
has the freshness of the
bamboo."

According to Chen Liyun,
a staff member at the
pavilion, since the giant panda

feeds on bamboo, its fresh
excrement has the faint scent
of bamboo.

Because smelling is
believing, the zoo decided to
share this wonder in its
science program. Local citizens
can delight in smelling this

"bearly" believable bamboo-
sented excrement without
traveling to the panda's home.

Giant panda excrement
can be used as a natural
ingredient in paper-making
and a domestic company has
developed napkins out of it.

Smell giant panda's poo at Wuhan Zoo
By Chen Qixiong

Mr. Qi brought
his child to the
Wuhan Zoo on Nov.
17 and found
something special in
the Giant Panda
Pavilion. In the
science popularization
gallery, there is a
glass case displaying
the excrement of a
giant panda
contained in a piece
of split bamboo. The
tour guide, after an
explanation, invited
visitors to have a sniff.
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Students working in the farm

"Plus-size model team" in rehearsal


