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The two Chinese characters "和" (he) and "合" (he) that appeared at
the closing ceremony advocate peace and cooperation.

"The Silk Road" performance Photo by Li Yonggang

The 7th CISM Military
World Games was launched on
Oct. 18 with a dazzling
ceremony showcasing the
nation's ancient civilization and
reaffirming global friendship.
Chinese President Xi Jinping

officially opened the Games.
The Games officially closed

on Oct. 27, wrapping up the
biggest ever "Olympics for the
military." Herve Piccirillo, CISM
president said after the Games,
"I would like to thank the

governments of China, Hubei, and
Wuhan for enabling us all, disabled
and non-disabled, to share the
common values of the military under
the banner of inclusiveness, equality,
universal love and sharing, and this
is the greatest success of the event."

We are
together

During the Wuhan
Games, seven world records
were set and 85 CISM
records were broken. Athletes
rated it as a high-level
international event, which
featured 67 Olympic and
world champions.

Piccirillo applauded the
Athletes' Village and sports
facilities built for the Games.
"The Athletes' Village
represents the effectiveness of
the municipal government's
effort to balance urban
development and
environmental protection," he
said. "The multiple sports
venues built in line with the
highest standards in the world
can serve any future
international sports event that
Wuhan may step up to host."

Piccirillo also expressed
his sincere thanks to the

organizers and volunteers for
their contributions and
services to the promotion of
military sports, commenting,
"You have completed your
jobs excellently."

"All these will not have
been possible without the
conscientious efforts of the
organizing committee. The
volunteers have made our
stay in Wuhan better, easier
and more convenient."
Opening and closing
ceremonies

On the evening of Oct.
18, in the Wuhan Sports
Center, a stadium that seats
nearly 60,000 spectators, the
opening ceremony started
with the parade of 109
delegations amid huge cheers.

Continuing on the theme
of "The essence of using

force is to stop violence,"
the closing ceremony
concluded at the same
stadium on the evening
of Oct. 27.

During the opening
ceremony, those inside
the stadium were treated
to a 50-minute
extravaganza titled the
"Torch of Peace," which
involved thousands of
performers, large-scale
projection and LED
technologies, and a three-
dimensional stage was
created on the stadium's
field.

The show celebrated
some of China's greatest
ancient military
theories — Sun Tzu's the
Art of War, the
philosophy of harmony
and unity and the Thirty-

Six Stratagems — as well as its
ancient art, the Great Wall and
the Silk Road.

It continued with a focus on
unity and the modern world,
displaying achievements of
China's armed forces in military
reforms as well as the Belt and
Road Initiative that links the
world. It also championed a
vision of building a community
with a shared future for mankind.

At the end of the opening
ceremony that lasted for about
two and a half hours, six
torchbearers relayed the flame
before retired basketball player
Liu Yudong lit the cauldron.

The closing ceremony was
as spectacular and impressive as
the opening one, with the
application of advanced sound,
lighting and electric technologies,
yet with more elements of
Jingchu culture and Han art.

The closing ceremony was
comprised of two chapters. In
the first chapter "We are
together," Bingbing and
mascots of the previous CISM
Military World Games, danced
and sang regional and ethnic
songs. The second chapter
was called "Beautiful Wuhan
Welcomes You." Bingbing
brought his partners to travel
around Wuhan with global
guests. They explored and
experienced Jingchu culture as
well as modern aspects of the
city. The performances
showcased Hubei elements,
including Han Opera, hanfu
and the chime bells.

The CWG flame was
extinguished afterward, bringing
the Games to a close, but the
memories and friendships
made in Wuhan will live on.

(Xinhua News Agency)
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Bingbing dances with mascots of previous Games.
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China, as the
host, had a
commanding lead
on the medal
standings with a
total of 133 golds,
from 329 events
across 27 sports.
Russia, which had
ranked first on the
medal table in five
of the previous six
Military World
Games, had 51
golds standing in
second and Brazil
ranked third with 21
golds.

France was
chosen from the
109 countries
participating in the
Wuhan Games for
the Fair-Play Honor.

Top medalists
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