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"Matilda the Musical"
held a meet and greet at
the CapitaLand Mall on
Wusheng Road On Oct. 31.
Directors, producers, and
actors from the play
disclosed some interesting
behind-the-scenes stories
with the audience.

At the meeting, Morgan
Santo, who plays the role of
Matilda, shared her early
memories of the musical.
Santo watched the musical
in London's West End at
the age of 5 and later the
film of the same name.
Inspired by both the musical
and the film, Santo said she
had been dreaming of
becoming Matilda one day.
She believed she had a lot
in common with the
character as both are brave
and full of sense of integrity.
The actress' mother was
with her during her stay in
Wuhan. Santo said that
chatting with her mother
and watching a bit of TV
was all she needed to relax
after performing.

"Matilda the Musical" is
winner of 86 international
awards including five Tony

Awards and seven Olivier
Awards. The musical,
produced by the Royal
Shakespeare Company and
adapted from Roald Dahl's
namesake work with original
songs by Tim Minchin, tells
the story of an extraordinary
little girl who, armed with a
vivid imagination and a
sharp mind, dares to take a
stand and change her own
destiny. The show was
hailed as the most
outstanding musical in the
past decade for families.

In addition to the witty
and interesting plot, the
props of "Matilda the
Musical" are intricate.
Massive building blocks form
a colorful stage, and all
kinds of exquisite costumes
and stage setting props
required 12 containers to be
transported to each venue. It
helped create the fantasy
and imagination that has
attracted audiences to the
musical.

"Matilda the Musical"
was performed at the Qintai
Grand Theater with eight
performances from Nov. 1
through 7.

A magical trip with
'Matilda the Musical'

Sevenages, a leading
promotion company of musicals
in China, officially announced
on Nov. 4, 2019 that it would
join hands with Beijing Poly
Theater Management Co., Ltd.
to bring the Broadway musical
"The Lion King" to China.

Produced by Disney
Theatrical Productions, the
musical will kick off its China
tour at Wuhan's Qintai Grand
Theater on Feb. 19, 2020.
The show is expected to have
more than 200 performances in
China, spanning over six
month, making it the longest
segment in the international
tour of "The Lion King."

The musical's first-round
pre-sale began on Nov. 6. A
press conference for "The Lion
King" tour in China will be held
in Beijing on Nov. 13.

Since the musical "The
Lion King" first appeared on
Broadway in 1997, it has had
22 years of continued success.
So far, 25 international
production versions have been
developed, which have been
translated into eight languages,
and have attracted an audience
of more than 100 million
around the world.

"The Lion King" coming to
Wuhan is the second musical
production of Disney Theatrical

Productions. Thomas
Schumacher is the producer
and Julie Taymor, a pioneering
artist, works as the director and
also the designer for the clothes
and masks in the play.

With her original artistic
concept named "Double Event,"
Julie Taymor elevates the
musical theater to a new artistic
realm through the combination
of stage, costume and dance
design, thus endowing the
characters with deeper
personalities. She became the
first female director in history
to win the Tony Awards
because of her contribution to
the play.

'The Lion King' ready to roar

Installation art highlights
Chinese culture
By Han Wei

The award ceremony of the
12th Florence International Biennale
of Contemporary Art was held in
Fortezza da Basso, Florence, Italy on
October 27. Peng Jing, an artist
from Wuhan, was awarded the 4th
prize under the installation art
category.

Florence Biennale is one of three
major international art exhibitions in
Italy. This exhibition this year was
held from October 18 to 27.

Peng is an associate professor at
the School of Art and Media at
China University of Geosciences
(Wuhan). Her work was recognized
for its combination of traditional
garden painting with inspirational
environmental art design.

6-meter-long scroll exhibits
Yangtze River's left bank
By Jessie Fan

Jiang'an Creative Design Festival
kicked off on Nov. 4 at the Pinghe
Pack Factory. During the opening
ceremony, a series of creative cultural
products focusing on the history,
architectures, and culture of Jiang'an
District were released.

Wuhan was selected as "City of
Design" in 2017. The next year
Jiang'an developed a creative design
town where creative design
companies and studios cluster. As
one of the outcomes, a 6-meter-
long painting scroll showcasing the
left bank of the Yangtze River was
presented at the opening ceremony.
In the painting, along the riverside in
Jiang'an, iconic buildings such as the
Hankou Customs House, Pinghe Pack
Factory, and Wuhan Science and
Technology Museum are displayed
through traditional Chinese painting
skills, rendering them an enchanting
mixture of modern and classic.

As part of Jiang'an Creative
Design Festival, a creative product
market and a live-streaming festival
will be held at the Pinghe Pack
Factory on Nov. 8.
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