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Hundreds of domestic and
foreign guests gathered at the
114-year-old Pinghe Packing
Factory on Nov. 1 to launch
Wuhan Design Day as well as
the Fifth Wuhan Design
Biennale. Pinghe Packing
Factory was awarded
"Honorable Mention" at the
2019 UNESCO Asia-Pacific
Awards for Cultural Heritage
Conservation.

Nov. 1 was designated this
year as Wuhan Design Day to
commemorate Wuhan's "City
of Design" entitlement by the
UNESCO Creative Cities
Network in 2017. Wuhan
Design Biennale is the major
component of Wuhan Design
Day. From Nov. 1 through 10,

various exhibitions will be held
in different sites within the
city.

Fifteen creative city
representatives from 13
countries attended the
launching ceremony. Josyane
Franc, Cité du design Saint-
Etienne Ambassador, said that
she still remembered the
slogan of Wuhan's declaration
of City of Design in 2017 —
"Old City & New Life," which
she appreciated very much.
"Wuhan Design Biennale has
become a bridge for dialogue
between the city and its
citizens, and we hope that
Wuhan will develop even
better," she said.

David Grossman, ex-

president of ico-D, said that
this was his fourth visit to
Wuhan, and he finds new
surprises each time. As the
world's largest designer
organization, ico-D hopes to
promote the exchange
between international and
Chinese designers.

"I am very pleased to
see that Wuhan brings new
life to the old buildings. It
integrates culture and history
into modern urban
construction, and combines
traditional buildings with
people's community life,"
said Himalchuli Gurung,
Programme Specialist for
Culture, UNESCO Office in
Beijing.

International designers
focus on Wuhan's design

By Han Wei, Tan Delei & Wang Qian

The try-and-test-it and
hands-on approach which is found
in each exhibition hall makes
Wuhan Design Day especially
appealing to attendees.

On the ground floor of the
Pinghe Packing Factory, which is
the major venue, is an exhibition
of some 300 children's paintings

as well as a VR experience
zone. The backdrop shows the
Yellow Crane Tower, Hubu Alley,
East Lake Greenway, Han Show
Theater, Wuhan Railway Station
and other local buildings and
landmarks. The dubbing of the
VR game uses the Wuhan dialect.

On the second floor is an

industrial design show. The
products on display, such as a
mobile phone thermal imager
developed by Guide Infrared Group,
all originate from top design
industrial parks, enterprises and
universities in Wuhan. Some of
them are already being mass
produced and available for purchase.

Link: Wuhan Design Biennale highlights interactive experience

Optics Valley Half-Marathon
starts enrollment
By Li Yong

The 2019 Optics Valley Half-
Marathon is set to begin at 8 a.m.
Dec. 8. The enrollment for the event
will begin at 3 p.m. Oct. 30 and end
at 3 p.m. Nov. 11. To encourage
participation, the Organizing Committee
will draw the names of 200 lucky
runners who complete the race to join
the Wuhan Marathon next year.

The race has a half-marathon (21
km) and a fit-run (12 km) and is
limited to 3,000 and 2,000 runners
for each respectively. The top eight
runners will be given financial awards
up to RMB 6,000. Applicants can
register for the race via https://
guanggumarathon.mararun.com, or
through the Malamala app.

If the enrollment exceeds the
participation limits, the committee will
draw names at random. The results
will be announced at the end of
November.

Phase Ⅲ of Metro Line 8 opens
By Guo Jia

Phase III of Metro Line 8 opened
to traffic at 9:00 a.m. Nov. 6 with the
operational time being from 9:00 a.m.
to 11:00 p.m. Beginning Nov. 7, the
operational time will be from 6:00
a.m. to 11:00 p.m. on weekdays, and
6:30 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. on weekends.

The departure interval of Phase III
is approximately nine minutes. There
are currently three stations along the
line: Yezhihu, Huangjiahu
Ditiexiaozhen, and Military Athletes'
Village, covering a total length of 4.84
km. Exit C1 of the Military Athletes'
Village station is 150 meters away
from the Athletes' Village, which is
convenient for citizens who may want
to visit.

As of now, the total length of the
city's metro lines spans 339 km and
has 228 stations.

Wuhan-Shiyan railway to
open year-end
By Wang Qian

A month-long trial period of the
Wuhan—Shiyan railway line began on
Nov. 1. When the railway line begins
operation at the end of the year, the
travel time between Wuhan and Shiyan
will be halved to one hour and fifty
minutes. When the line to Xi'an is
completed in the future, it will take
only three hours to travel between
Wuhan and Xi'an.

David Grossman shares experience.

Citizen visits exhibition at Pinghe Packing Factory. Foreign visitor tries VR games.

Josyane Franc (R) visits creativity fair in Wuhan.


