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Changjiang Weekly has published 15 issues of the Military
World Games' official daily. This is the cover of its 10th issue.

▲

The 7th CISM Military
World Games was held in
Wuhan from Oct. 18 to Oct.
27.

"The Games will mark the
history of military competitions
and develop new practices in
the future," said Herve
Piccirillo, president of the
International Military Sports
Council (CISM) in an interview.
All events in one city

"It feels like the Olympic
Games, and the guys who
have been to Olympics also
said this," said Latvian athlete
Laura Vike.

The Games had the
largest number of athletes and
sport events in its history.
Nearly 10,000 soldiers from
109 nations competed for
329 gold medals.

The size of the host city,
as well as its diversified terrain
and abundant water resources,
made it possible for all the
competitions to be held within
one city, where 35 sports
venues were built or renovated
to meet international standards.

Message of peace
Italian archer Roberto

Punzo lost the ability to walk
due to spinal cord injury in a
UN peacekeeping mission in
2006. As a soldier with a
disability, he longs for peace
more than anyone else and
believes soldiers are supposed
to maintain peace, not to
bring wars. "This is my
understanding of the message
carried by the Military World
Games," he added.

Peace and friendship were
the words that officials and
athletes used to describe this
year's Games.

Global profile
Wuhan is becoming an

economic powerhouse, thanks
to its fast-growing automotive
industry, high-tech industries
and trade links. Economic and
social progress has enabled the
city to host top-level global
sports gatherings such as the
Military World Games and the
Wuhan Open, said Zhu

Jianbin, chairman of the Wuhan
Sports Development Investment
Company.

Before the Wuhan Games
opened, mayors of 15 cities
worldwide had sent greetings and
good wishes to Wuhan. Among
them, Zsolt Borkai, mayor of
Gyor, Hungary said: "As a
former soldier and Olympic
champion, I'm aware of what
this event means for a city...
and what kind of message it
sends to the sports world and
the athletes."

Sustainability
Most of the Games' sports

venues were located near
residential areas or at universities
and now they will be open to
citizens and students.

Herve Piccirillo, CISM
president praised the Games on
Oct. 27 at the closing ceremony,
saying, "The Military World
Games leaves Wuhan
unparalleled tangible and
intangible heritage for future
generations."

(Xinhua News Agency)
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