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357-year-old bridge
revived on Hanzheng Street
By Jessie Fan

The newly repaired Baoshou
Bridge, the oldest stone bridge
existing in Hankou, was officially
unveiled on the afternoon of Aug.
25. It coincided with the opening
of the Yosun Wuhan International
Fashion Center, a new landmark
of Hanzheng Street at the same
location.
The bridge, built with huge
blocks of granite stones, sits at the
back of the fashion center with its
path leading towards the building.
The 357-years-old Baoshou
Bridge was built in Qing dynasty
on a man-made canal connecting
the Yangtze and Han rivers.
Because the body of the bridge
was made of eight grand granite
stones, the character "桥" (qiáo,
meaning the bridge) was changed
to "硚," a homonym that has the
component "石" (shí, referring to
stones). This is a historical witness
of how Qiaokou (硚口) District
gained its name.
After 1949, the river the
bridge crossed over and the
ancient Baoshou Bridge were
covered with silt and sand and
buried beneath a new commercial
street.
In December 2014, the Yosun

Residents walk through Baoshou Bridge.

Wuhan International Fashion
Center project started. During the
excavation, the bridge was dug up.
The reappearance of this bridge
piqued the interests of many
cultural preservation enthusiasts, as
well as local citizens and netizens.
Later, it was decided that the
bridge should be temporarily
moved during the construction,
and then be returned to the
original site when the shopping
center was completed. A sunkenstyle square was designed and
constructed around the bridge.
Along with the development
of Hanzheng Street, the area
where the bridge sits now has an
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abundance of stores, and the old
bridge has gained a new purpose
by embracing the newly-opened
fashion center.
On the same day, the 2019
China Hanzheng Street
International Fashion Industry
Summit was held at the center
where experts from the Republic
of Korea and China carried out
deep discussions on how the
fashion industry could help build a
better Hanzheng Street.
An MoU (Memorandum of
Understanding) was signed between
Wuhan and Seoul to promote
exchange and cooperation in the
fashion industry.

Underwater
archaeological study
of Panlong city
By Feng Aihua

A lot of Shang dynasty
discoveries were found
underwater in Panlong city.
Hence, archaeologists
speculate that most of the
water surface seen now
could have been land back
in the Shang dynasty. On
Aug. 25, during a seminar,
Professor Zhang Changping
from Wuhan University's
School of History revealed
that the archaeological
discoveries found in Panlong
city render a new
understanding of the
environment and layout of
the ancient city.
According to Zhang, the
excavation at the lake bed
and silt area shows that
Panlong city's water level
during the Qing dynasty was
most likely 5 to 7 meters
lower than the water level
today. This means that the
water surface area at that
time was much smaller, and
where people lived then
might now be underwater. It
is quite possible that the
Panlong Lake might have
been land where people
lived. "Our next job is to try
to find out if there is any
sign of a paddy field
underwater," Zhang said.

Tea-themed sculptures unveiled at Hankou Riverside Park

Tea transported in Taihang Mountains in Shanxi

On Aug. 25, after entering
the Lanling Gate of Hankou
Riverside Park, our reporter
noticed that there was a group
of more than 10 exquisite
sculptures standing on the grass

or between trees. This garden is
themed on the Sino-Russia Tea
Route. Within the garden, there
are different sculptures
showcasing the starting point of
the route in Hankou, the

Russia's St. Petersburg, end of the tea route

landscape of Hubei, camels
walking through the Central
Plains, and the landscape outside
China.
Utilizing the traditional tea
route as the axis, transportation
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methods as a bond, and the
park's current landscape and
roads, artists have presented a
huge colorful painting about the
route's history which crossed
China, Mongolia, and Russia.

