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Residential blocks — sleepless towns?
By Liao Qiao, Yan Jue & Leng Jinghua

In recent years, the outward expansion of urban construction has formed many new residential blocks in Wuhan. With large
numbers of people living there, the night economy gradually became prosperous and took on various forms, transforming them into
"sleepless towns." This also shows the new vitality and driving force of Wuhan from another perspective.

Time: 11 p.m. on Aug. 6
Place: East Lake Greenway

Time: 9 p.m. on Aug. 8
Place: Decheng Life Square

Time: 10 p.m. on Aug. 10
Place: Baishazhou area

After arriving at Wuhan Station by highspeed rail on train G527, Ms. Lin and her
friends hailed a taxi and went straight to the
East Lake Greenway. "I came to Wuhan from
Beijing specially to feel the nightlife here." She
was surprised to find that the stream of bike
traffic on the East Lake Greenway continued
unabated even after 11 p.m.
On the commercial street a few hundred
meters away from the Overseas Chinese Town
Community on Huanle Avenue, coffee shops
opened until 2 a.m., along with several 24hour convenience stores and food bars open till
the early morning to serve residents and tourists.

Stepping into the Decheng Life Square
beside Julong Avenue in Panlong City at 9
p.m., people were greeted with square dance
music, sounds of children playing in the
inflatable playground, and roadside hawkers'
cries. The vitality here was equivalent to the
lively downtown shopping centers.
At 10 p.m., shopping centers were
closed, but the restaurants along the street
were still in full swing with steamed shrimp,
oil braised crawfish, barbecues, and hanging
pots. Our reporter asked about the closing
time at five different restaurants, and their
answers varied from 2 a.m. to 4 a.m.

Baisha No.5 Road, along Baishazhou
Avenue, shows the gradually rising nightlife
in recent years. Along the roadside in the
summer night, more and more successful
barbecue stalls have appeared. "My small
convenience store hardly has any business
during the daytime but it is different at
night," said the boss of a convenience
store nearby.
In the Donglan'an Square, the lights
were brightly glowing at night; college
students were eating midnight snacks and
watching movies; and residents from nearby
communities were bustling about.

Night view over the Yuehu Bridge in Wuhan on August 24

'Foreign bosses' enhance night economy
By Sun Jun & Jing Zhensheng

Foreigners who love Wuhan have
brought an exotic flavor to the
city's night economy. In the eyes of
"foreign bosses," Wuhan is a city with
world-class night scenery. This
stimulates the night economy, greatly
improving the popularity and
reputation of the city. Numerous
potential business opportunities, such
as catering and accommodation will
continue to open up in Wuhan.

Paddy Field Irish Bar &
Restaurant

The expat boss of the restaurant is a
real Wuhan expert. He came from
Ireland and has lived in Wuhan for three
years. Because of his love of Wuhan
No.2 Yangtze River Bridge's night scene,
he opened an Irish restaurant nearby.
"Wuhan is tolerant, open and committed
to friendship, so I choose to stay here,"
he said.

Bounty Rhumerie

Quentin Bontemps, the French boss
of Rhumerie Bounty at Huayuandao
community near Xibei Lake, tell us:
"Wuhan people have a strong curiosity to
all kinds of new things." Quentin stays in
Wuhan for most of the year except his
holiday time in France. He added: "I like
Xibei Lake, and I am willing to live beside
the water to bring authentic French style
and different bright colors to Wuhan."

Quentin Bontemps, the
boss of Bounty Rhumerie

