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Wusheng Gate ruins to
be temporarily moved

DESIGNER WU XIAOLIN

Old buildings reborn in
paintings
By Yao Chuanlong

By Feng Aihua

"The protection project of Wusheng
Gate ruins is being implemented. At
present, workers are dealing with the
overall removal and relocation of walls
and rammed earth. It is estimated that
about 400 boxes of relics will be
packaged and transferred," the
responsible person of Wuhan Institute of
Cultural Relics and Archaeology said on
August 20. After the completion of
Metro Line 5 and Heping Avenue's
Southern Extension project, the wall will
be restored to the site as it was.
Archaeological cleanups on the Wusheng Gate ruins

Wusheng Gate ruins are
located at the south of the
intersection of Deshengqiao
Road and Zhongshan Road in
Wuchang District. It was built
when Wuchang city was
expanding during the Ming
dynasty.
The Wuchang District
government has already
included the Wusheng Gate
ruins into its cultural relic
protection plan, intending to
turn it into a metro station of
historical and cultural value with
its ancient city gate theme.
In July 2018,
commissioned by Wuchang
District government, Wuhan
Institute of Cultural Relics and
Archaeology conducted
exploration on Wusheng Gate's
complex and began the
comprehensive archaeological
clearance work in midDecember.
Archaeological cleanups

have been conducted covering
an area of 3,790 square
meters. Some of the findings
provide valuable information for
understanding the architectural
technology and history of the
Wuchang city walls and gates
in the Ming dynasty. For
example, the layout of the city
gate was in the shape of the
Chinese character "且" (qiě).
The gate ruins are thick
and rich in strata. There are
cultural layers of the Qing,
Ming and Song dynasties. It
reflects the evolution of the
nature and functions of the
gate in different time periods.
In addition, porcelain tiles from
the Song, Ming and Qing
dynasties, and wall bricks with
inscriptions, were found during
the archaeological clearing.
The Wusheng Gate ruins
area overlaps with the
construction area of the subway
and the southern extension of
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Heping Avenue. "Based on the
construction of the subway, we
will protect the ruins by
backfilling or by relocation,"
stated the representative from
Wuhan Institute of Cultural
Relics and Archaeology.
The site is expected to be
built into an archaeological park
and open to the public after
the completion of the subway
and road construction projects.

Relics packaged and stored

Beautiful Wuhan in children's paintings
By Zhou Manzhen

On Aug. 24, a children's
painting competition was concluded
with 800 paintings winning awards
and 50 child artists granted first
place titles.
Since the inauguration of the
competition in April of this year, it
has attracted over 2,000 participants.
After a series of matches and public
online voting, as well as expert
reviews, 50 paintings were awarded

the first prize and their owners will
have the honor of holding painting
exhibitions.
What moved the judges most is
Wuhan's summer days depicted in
the paintings. They said these
paintings reminded them of the
young girl with piercing eyes
Yoshitomo Nara has drawn. "They
are simple and rough, but very
beautiful and precious."

Awarded painting

Qingchuan Pavilion, Yellow
Crane Tower, and Hankou Street are
some of the buildings depicted in ink
sketches drawn by 56-year-old
Zhang Hancheng.
In Zhang's file folder, there are
more than 200 of his favorite
drawings which he has produced
since he first began drawing in 1990.
Among them, more than 100 depict
historical buildings and old
communities in Hankou. "A pen and
a piece of A4 paper are all I need
to create a drawing."
When he has time, he will visit
the old streets and historic buildings
in the city. For example, when he
went to Qingchuan Pavilion, Hankou
Water Tower and Shanghai Road, he
took photos from many different
angles and returned home to begin
sketching.
"Wuhan is developing quickly and
some areas are changing with the
times. While looking forward to the
future, we should not forget the
past." Zhang said that in order to
recall the memory of his childhood in
Wuhan, he decided to use a pen to
record the Wuhan-style architectural
designs.

Campus comic artist tells
story of CUG

Recently, the comic strips created
by Chen Wenhua, a teacher from
China University of Geosciences
(Wuhan) (CUG) has attracted wide
attention. His 20 drawings, including
sketches of mountain scenery, rock
specimens, field studies, and portraits
of experts and scholars, combined
with some script, has managed to tell
the story of CUG.
Chen has been studying and
working in CUG since 1997. To
him, replacing traditional classroom
teaching with field trips has been one
of the characteristics of CUG. Hence,
he decided to record them through
his art.

