12 CULTURE

Friday, August 9, 2019

EDITOR HELEN PAN

Local company
participates in production
of 'Ne Zha'
By Li Jia

"Ne Zha," a domestic animated film released recently, has made it onto the top 10 list of the
highest-grossing films of all time in China. Its cumulative box office hit RMB 3 billion by 5:32 p.m. on
Aug. 8, smashing the record for the top-grossing domestic animated film set by "Monkey King: Hero Is
Back" in 2015. The popularity of the film, as observed by many critics, is credited to its mature
screenwriting, amazing visual effect as well as a unique style of entertainment. It also resonated with
Chinese viewers for realistically depicting the modern parent-child relationship.
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Wedding photos through
paper cutting
By Yang Xiao

With a pair of scissors and a
piece of paper, a unique "wedding
picture" can be created. This kind of
skill is exclusive to Luo Qingxia, a
paper cutting master in Wuhan.
Luo delivered her third papercutting class at the Happy Life
Sharing Space in Jiefang Park on
July 31. Among the works she
showed to her students, there was a
unique "wedding picture." The whole
picture was about 1.5 meters long
and 0.6 meters wide. In the picture,
a new couple gazes at each other
lovingly, surrounded by roses,
magpies and other traditional
elements of romance and beauty.
Luo said that a couple only need
to provide their individual photos for
her to complete a wedding picture
within a week. She has been using
her craft to create wedding pictures
since 2005.

Hit manga author
emphasizes exploring history
By Zhou Manzhen

A poster of "Ne Zha" featuring a scene created by 2:10 AM Animation

2:10 AM Animation
contributes to fight scenes
The huge production team
for "Ne Zha" has been
repeatedly mentioned by the
media. The film involved more
than 1,600 production
personnel and more than 20
special effects teams in China,
including one from Wuhan —
2:10 AM Animation Culture
Communication Co., Ltd.
2:10 AM Animation
participated in the design of
some animation characters, the
design of Ne Zha's two-year
kung fu practice scenes and the
production of fight scenes for
the film.
One shot of Ne Zha
getting angry and tucking a
streamer and flame gun into
Tai Yi's pants is also created
by the Wuhan team. The team
made several different versions
for the director to make the
most suitable choice.

Ambition to do 'something great'
Xu Xianzhe at the book signing session

2:10 AM Animation's video conference with the main
producer of "Ne Zha"

Wang Shiyong, CEO
of 2:10 AM Animation,
said that "Ne Zha" was a
collaboration of Chinese
animators to show their
talent. "We have been
very familiar with the main
producer of the film as we
have been striving in the
animation field together
for many years. Both sides
want to do something
great together. So when
we heard from Yang Yu,
the director of "Ne Zha"

about the film program, it
was a natural decision for
us to join in the creation.
Wang said that in
2018, their animation
output was more than
800 minutes, and this
year it is expected to
1,700 minutes. "Film
goers will see a number of
animated films in the
future, so don't be
surprised if you see the
logo of our company in
the films."

Xu Xianzhe, the author of the
hit manga series "Blades of the
Guardians," came to Wuhan for his
book signing on Aug. 3.
"Blades of the Guardians" is set
at the end of the Sui dynasty and
features hero Dao Ma, a paid warrior
who takes his son on his way to
complete various bounty hunting jobs
amid the turbulent time. The series
caused a stir in Japan and was
covered three times in NHK programs.
Xu said that he has been
obsessed with films from both the
East and West since very young.
These film elements, in addition to
historical books such as "Records of
the Grand Historian," laid basis for
the creation of the manga series.
"Don't imitate the Japanese manga
stories. We have so many fantastic
historical stories, and these Chinese
stories are great enough for us to
learn and explore," he said.

