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China has been a part
of the Ramsar Convention
on Wetlands since 1992, and
it will be the first time China
hosts this conference. Lei
Guangchun, a former senior
adviser on the Asia-Pacific
Affairs of the Ramsar
Convention Secretariat, said
that 2021 marks the 50th
anniversary of the signing of
the Convention on Wetlands,
and it is of great significance
for China to host the
conference.

As the policy-making
organ of the convention, the
Meeting of the Contracting
Parties has been held nearly
every three years since it
was first convened in Italy in
1980. In addition to
reviewing the implementation

of the Convention on Wetlands,
deliberating the Convention's
development strategies, and
noting any additions and changes
to the List of Wetlands of
International Importance, the
contracting parties are also
expected to accredit international
wetland cities. When it comes to
protecting wetlands, being
recognized as an International
Wetland City is the highest honor
a city can receive.

In addition to bidding to host
the Ramsar COP14, Wuhan also
officially launched its application
to be recognized as International
Wetland City on March 30 this
year.

Wuhan is home to 10
wetland parks and five wetland
nature reserves. For more details,
please see page 12.

On July 2, at the Annual
Meeting of the New
Champions (also known as the
Summer Davos Forum),
organized by the World
Economic Forum, the
government of Wuhan's
Qiaokou District signed a
strategic cooperation agreement
with SAP, one of the Fortune
Global 500 companies from
Germany, to build a branch in
Wuhan. So far, 282 of the
Fortune Global 500 companies

have settled in Wuhan.
Founded in 1972, SAP is

now the market leader in
enterprise application software,
helping companies of all sizes
and in all industries function
more efficiently. Deepak
Krishnamurthy, the Chief
Strategy Officer at SAP, said
that the Qiaokou District is the
most innovative and vibrant
downtown area in Wuhan and
has great economic potential.
SAP values Qiaokou as the

ideal location for its branch
because of the district's efforts
to promote industrial innovation
as well as Internet +
technological advancement.

SAP's branch in Qiaokou
District will be devoted to
expanding its business in
Hubei, Hunan, Anhui and
Jiangxi. The company hopes
that cooperation will help
transform and upgrade
industries in Central China by
means of digital technology.

Wuhan named as model city
for business environment
By Ma Zhenhua

On July 2, the Assessment
Report on Business Environmental
Investment in Chinese Cities was
released jointly by the Global Times
and the China International Chamber
of Commerce for the Private Sector.
Wuhan was given an award as a
model city for constructing an
international business environment,
Five other cities that have also
received the award are Chengdu,
Dalian, Changsha, Qingdao and
Guiyang.

The business environment is the
core competitiveness of a city. For
this year, Wuhan municipal
government has set a goal to strive
to become one of the top 10 cities
in China, and the top one in Central
China in terms of business
environment. Wuhan's business
environment has gained frequent
praise from various third-party
organizations. It ranked sixth and
seventh respectively in the related
reports about business environment
and development potential released
by the WANB Institute and the
Hengda Institute affiliated with
Evergrande Real Estate Group.

Beauty of Wuhan attracts
visitors to WTE
By Jin Xiaohui

The 6th Western China Tourism
Industry Expo (WTE) was held in
Chongqing from June 21 through
23, attracting more than 100,000
visitors. The beauty of Wuhan
unveiled at the WTE captured wide
attention from visitors nationwide.

The exhibitions about Wuhan
were divided into five sections:
famous buildings, lakes and
mountains, light shows, operas, and
breakfast and night snacks. Wuhan's
various landmarks were boarded on-
site. Xie Fang, a Chongqing citizen,
said, "I'm coming to Wuhan this Mid-
Autumn Festival to see this beautiful
scenery with my own eyes."

One more Fortune Global 500 company
settles in Wuhan

By Yang Wei
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Wuhan was officially selected to
host the 14th Meeting of the
Conference of the Contracting Parties
to the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands
(COP14) in 2021. The announcement
was made on June 26 during a
plenary session of the 57th Meeting of
the Standing Committee held in
Geneva, Switzerland. The Conference of
the Contracting Parties (COP) is held
every three years and sponsored by
the Ramsar Convention Secretariat.


