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My story with stamps
Signed envelope celebrates my parents' golden marriage
By Jiang Tianshu

Collecting a signed
souvenir envelope is for me
an add-on to the philatelic
collection. Among my small
collection of signed
envelopes, the one I cherish
most is a personalized one
that commemorates a family
wedding anniversary.
On November 7, 2011,
the day of my parents'
golden wedding anniversary,
I stuck the stamps
representing their zodiac
signs, a mouse and a rabbit,
on the New Year's cover
offered by the magazine
Philately. Then I chose four
Chinese characters from the

fonts of Wang Youjun, that
is, "Jin Hun Zhi Xi" (literally,
happiness in a golden
anniversary), and wrote them
on the front. All my family
members signed their names
on it. After that I rushed to
the post office and stamped
the "2011.11.07" postmark
in the middle of the
signature seal at noon on
that day.
The golden wedding
signed cover always reminds
me of the beautiful lines
"Hold your hand and grow
old with you." The signed
cover sealed this beautiful
moment.

The golden wedding signed cover

People like stamp collecting for different reasons. For some, it is a hobby both
rich in design and history. For others, it brings sweet memories from the past and
of the people they love. Here are some interesting stories from stamp lovers
around the country.

Letters and stamps connecting family
By Xie Hong

When there are new stamps
issued at the local post office, my 84year-old father will line up to buy
them for my collection, as he did
when I was a girl.
My father was a caring person.
In 1978, when I was admitted to
Jiangsu Forestry School, a far-away
city from my home in Xuzhou, my
father often wrote to me. Knowing
that I was a philatelist, he was fussy
about the stamps he chose. They
were always a series of topical stamps
and after several letters back and
forth, the stamps from his letters
would become a subject or a thematic
collection. During the three years at
that school, I collected a lot of
beautiful stamps. It was the most

fulfilling period in my life.
After graduation, I began to work
in forestry in my hometown. My
office was opposite the local post
office. In February 1980, China
issued the first Zodiac stamp, the
monkey. I stood in line at the post
office for 12 hours and finally
purchased it.
During that period, I met my
husband in an exchange program. He
was from another city who came to
visit and study the forestry of Xuzhou.
We wrote to each other and
exchanged stamps. Later, we married.
Our daughter went to a university
in Xuzhou. Though we lived in the
same city, we still wrote to each
other every one or two months.
Old family photo with Xie on the far right and her father in the front

Rare fine-toothed stamp discovered in
garbage dump

A testimony of our love
By Peng Ling

Peng and her husband Wang Yongchang

When we fell in love, he
told me that he liked collecting
stamps. Back then, he was
serving in the military. During
his free time, he would write
me letters and mail them with
newly released stamps he had
just purchased. My colleagues
said that they were envious
that I received his letters so
frequently. I still have those
letters.
After we married, he
developed an obsession with
philately. He would wait in the
reception office for the
postman to send newspapers
and letters to see if there were
some nice covers and stamps.
He also asked me to keep an
eye on the letters my
colleagues received. For
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interesting stamps, he would
talk with the receivers and
exchange his stamps with
them. His collections thus piled
up in our home. I sometimes
joked with him, "You have
bigger crush on your stamps
than on me."
Under his influence, I also
developed a strong interest in
stamps. Together, we revised
the text of the introduction to
his stamp collection and factchecked its information. His
"Glorious History" special
collection has won many
awards, partly due to me.
Stamp collecting has not
only been fun for my husband
and me. It has enriched us
with knowledge and has
become a testimony to our love.

By Xiao Jin'an

Xiao's envelope with a fine-toothed stamp on
the cover

Many stamp collectors may have heard
about unnumbered, 10-cent, out-of-group
regular stamps with P11.5 linear teeth
(commonly known as fine teeth) and the
picture of a People's Liberation Army (PLA)
soldier, and know it is very difficult to find
such a stamp. A few years ago, I was lucky to
find a registered, overweight envelope with this
type of stamp in a garbage dump. Many
people thought it was an unbelieveable piece of
luck.
Thirty years ago, I began collecting
stamps. I came upon an article on unnumbered
10-cent fine-toothed stamps issued after
1949. It was through the article that I began
to learn more about the characteristics of finetoothed PLA stamps.
In the summer of 2016, I went to a waste
paper mill in Huangjiahu, where the discarded
financial reimbursement receipts of the
Hanyang Paper Mill, an old enterprise in

Wuhan, were dumped. The receipts covered
the period from the 1950s through the 1990s.
While I was searching through the documents
about to be disposed, an envelope caught my
attention. There were four stamps on the
envelope, two 8-cent and one 2-cent No. 13
regular stamps with the picture of the Great
Hall of the People, and an unnumbered 10cent stamp with the picture of a PLA soldier.
The red and green stamps were pasted
together. Intuitively, I felt that the unnumbered
stamp had fine teeth. Counting the teeth, I
confirmed my guess. I felt very lucky. Had I
not come across this envelope, this rare stamp
would have been turned into pulp.
I subsequently posted pictures of the
envelope and the 10-cent stamp to a QQ
chat group called "China Post History," causing
a sensation. Some stamp enthusiasts joked that
they would "fly" to Wuhan to hunt for
treasures in garbage dumps.

