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International auto brands
flock to Wuhan
By Kang Peng & Wang Xue

Factories of Dongfeng Peugeot Citroën (left) and Dongfeng Honda in Wuhan

The Geely Holding Group
held an opening ceremony on
April 2 for its several high-end
vehicle projects in the Wuhan
Economic and Technological
Development Zone (WEDZ).
One of the projects
concerns Lotus Cars, a British
luxury high-performance auto
brand. The commencement of
the construction of the Lotus
factory in the WEDZ marked
the introduction of the British

automobile manufacturing
system into this city. Wuhan is
now the only city in China
boasting five automobile
manufacturing systems
(American, British, Chinese,
French, and Japanese.)
Sino-French joint venture
Dongfeng Peugeot Citroën
Automobile Co., Ltd. was
established in Wuhan in May
1992; the Dongfeng Honda
joint venture was set up in
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2003; the self-owned brand
Dongfeng Fengshen by Dongfeng
Motor Corporation Passenger
Vehicle Company was founded
in 2008; the construction of the
Wuhan manufacturing base for
SAIC GM in June 2012 marked
the entry of the American
brands; Dongfeng Renault
Automobile Company, another
China-French joint venture after
Citroën, has been in operation
since February 2016.

Midea's Wuhan factory follows
'dark factory' trend
By Zhang Zhi

In Midea's
Wuhan smart factory,
it only takes 12
seconds to install an
air conditioner
compressor. This
factory closely follows
the world trend of
being a "dark
factory", hoping to
increase mass
production without
human labor.
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Local company breaks
monopoly in reagents
By Zhang Zhi

Ninety percent of the market for
biological reagents, such as proteins
and antibodies for scientific research,
is monopolized by transnational giants
like the Roche Group and Abbott
Laboratories. Wuhan Cloud-Clone
Corporation is one of the few
domestic enterprises that masters the
core technology of biological reagents.
The Cloud-Clone Corporation
was established in the Wuhan
Economic and Technological
Development Zone in 2009. At
present, it can provide 11,000 types
of proteins, 19,000 antibodies and
7,000 assay kits, all independently
developed and produced. Seventy
percent of the biological reagent
products for scientific research are
exported to other countries, and most
of the users are famous universities,
scientific research institutions, and
transnational pharmaceutical
enterprises.
"One milligram of our antibody
reagent is sold at for USD 600
overseas on average," said He
Fengrong, general manager of the
company. He also stated tens of
thousands of biological reagents are
used in scientific research, but the
amount needed by the customer is
generally measured in milligrams or
micrograms. When the product is
transported, ice bags or dry ice will
be placed around the kit to control
the temperature. It can be delivered
to overseas customers in three or
four days by air express.

Online registration
cancellation system to open
By Tang Yu & Wu Tong

Robotic arms on assembly line at Midea's Wuhan factory

The Midea Wuhan factory
is Midea Group's largest
production base for household
air conditioners in the domestic
market.
The factory has focused
on technological development
and has introduced more than
200 robotic arms in its
production line. As a result,

they have achieved automation
in key manufacturing processes.
"In the past, the installation
of air conditioner compressors
was labor intensive. The
compressors weigh 10 to 20
kilograms, and they were carried
and fixed manually," Liu
Xiaowen, a team leader of the
equipment assembly line, said.
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Since the intelligent
assembly line was introduced,
each robotic arm can handle
2,100 compressors on
average per day, with good
quality and high efficiency.
"The introduction of the
intelligent robotic arms has
greatly improved work
efficiency."

The online registration
cancellation system for enterprises in
Wuhan will open in September of
this year according to the Wuhan
Municipal Market Supervision and
Administration Bureau. At that time,
any legal enterprises may cancel their
registrations online in three working
days once they have paid their taxes
and are not involved in any credit or
debt issues.
This system connects the related
departments and bureaus on issues of
taxation, social security, banking, and
customs, to achieve information
sharing and database docking, thereby
greatly reducing the time for
enterprises to cancel their registration.

