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The first-ever image of a
black hole was released at
9 p.m. on April 10, which
became the focus of the world
overnight. It was a two-year
joint effort of more than 200
astronomers worldwide, including
over 10 from China.

The image was produced by
the EHT (Event Horizon
Telescope), a global effort to
construct an Earth-sized virtual
telescope array aiming at
"photographing" nearby
supermassive black holes. It
depicts the black hole at the
heart of Messier 87, a massive
galaxy in the Virgo galaxy

cluster. It is 55 million light-
years from Earth and has a
mass 6.5 billion times that of
the sun.

The image shows a black
central core surrounded by a
lopsided ring of light emitted by
particles racing around the black
hole at nearly the speed of
light. Wuhan citizens were
surprised to find that the black
hole depicted in the image looks
so similar to mianwo, a Wuhan
snack.

What is worth noticing is
that Huazhong University of
Science and Technology (HUST)
was involved in this all-time

breakthrough. According to Wu
Qingwen, a professor from the
School of Physics of HUST, the
university's research team played
a role in the theoretical analysis.
They proposed that the black
hole image observed by EHT
should have come from the
matter consumed by black hole,
and the giant black hole is likely
to rotate at a high speed, which
was proved by the bold, orange-
hued image.

Netizens were so excited
about the all-time breakthrough
in astronomy that they began to
free their creativity on the image
released.

52-year-old Brazilian pilot Fabio Andre De Carli in Wuhan
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Black
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