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WEDZ to build
'automobile +'
demonstration area
By Kang Peng

The Wuhan Economic and
Technological Development
Zone (WEDZ) signed a publicprivate partnership (PPP)
contract with the China
Construction Second
Engineering Bureau, Wuhan
Real Estate Group, and China
State Construction Fund
Consortium on March 7. They
will invest RMB 8 billion to
build a 51-square-kilometer
"automobile +" demonstration
area within five years.
A two-square-kilometer
test field for intelligent and
connected vehicles (ICV) will be

built with complete underground
lines, an induction system, and
data collection and analysis
systems this year. By 2020, a
smart automobile town with an
area of 15 square kilometers
will be built, forming a
complete industrial chain
covering production, sales and
after-sales service. In 2022, a
demonstration area covering 51
square kilometers will be built
to fully integrate the automobile
industry and the area.
The demonstration area
will focus on 10 industrial
clusters, including industries

dealing with autonomous
driving, new energy vehicles,
automotive aftermarkets, mobile
travel, smart homes and
financial services. It will form
an entire industrial chain
integrating city functions with
manufacturing, technological
research and development,
consumption and entertainment,
financial services, smart data,
and ecotourism.
It is estimated that the
total industrial output value will
reach RMB 110 billion. It will
offer employment opportunities
for 110,000 people.

Wuhan
graduate
expands
overseas
markets
By Huang Qi

Wang Xianjiang, a graduate
of the Wuhan University of
Bioengineering who started his
own business in Wuhan, flew
back here from Istanbul, Turkey
a few days ago.

Wuhan to nurture 1,000
high-tech enterprises
By Chen Cheng

More support will be given to
science and technology enterprises, as
Wuhan is planning to nurture 1,000
high-tech enterprises this year.
Having learned from Shenzhen,
Guangzhou, and Hangzhou, the city
government will embark on a
targeted and practical three-year
(2019-2021) action plan to nurture
high-tech enterprises in Wuhan
based on its conditions.
According to the plan, the total
number of high-tech enterprises in
the city will exceed 6,000 by 2021.

Average age of Taobao shop
owners is 26
By Sun Jun

Statistics released on March 6
reveal that the average age of
Taobao shop owners between 2003
and 2019 was 26, and among them
more than 50% were female.
Data shows that since 2003, the
median age of the owners is between
25 and 26, and the average age is
26.4.
In terms of gender, women have
always been the main force behind
Taobao startups. In 2003, when
e-commerce was emerging, women
shopkeepers on Taobao accounted
for 62% of the total number. From
2005, male shopkeepers began to
increase, but female shopkeepers
have always accounted for around
50%. For shops selling clothing and
cosmetics, more shop owners tend to
be women.

Local spring tea to go on
market soon
By Hu Yi

Wang with his business partners in Turkey

During the Spring
Festival, he registered and set
up a mushroom production
company, Baishan Company,
in Turkey. According to his
business plan, in May of this
year, a 20,000-square-meter
production base producing
edible fungi will be built and
put into operation.
Wang founded Wuhan
Suisuifeng Agricultural
Technology Development
Company in 2012 after
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graduation.
With the support and
technical guidance of his alma
mater, two new technologies
developed by Wang have
been patented. People from
nearly 20 countries have
come to Wuhan to study his
patented technologies. Most
are from Malaysia, Turkey,
and other countries along the
Belt and Road.
Wang has found that the
cultivation technology of edible

fungi in these countries is
relatively undeveloped and the
potential market is substantial.
He says that edible fungi are
recognized around the globe
as green food. "As a
graduate in Wuhan, I have
received assistance from the
city. I would like to spread
this technology to other
countries." Wang is
determined to develop
overseas markets; Turkey is
just the beginning.

Consumers are showing a
preference for spring tea because of
its sweet taste and nutritional value.
The reporter learned from the
Hankou Tea Market on March 6 that
the seasonal tea production can be
delayed by a week or two.
Consumers may have a taste of the
local spring tea from March 20
onward.
Chen Fengming, a tea merchant,
said that spring tea has an excellent
taste and a long aftertaste. Due to
the rainy weather, consumers will
have to wait until spring tea starts to
appear on store shelves. Now, tea
merchants are selling spring tea
produced in other provinces.

