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Francophonie
Festival
hits Wuhan

'Mars en Folie' concert to
return
By Helen Pan

By Zheng Xiao'an

The annual Francophonie
Festival in Central China was
officially launched at a press
conference on March 7. The
festival aims to build a SinoFrench dialogue and is
composed of a series of
events such as lectures and
the French Song Competition.
This year's Francophonie
Festival features the theme,
"Game." According to the
Consulate General of France
in Wuhan, the theme can be
understood as a way of
sharing, entertaining and
learning. Fifty French karaoke
songs have been distributed in
a network of over 20,000
KTV in China to give people

the opportunity to practice
singing in French. A WeChatbased quiz about the
geography, food, literature, and
art of the Francophone world
has also been launched.
During the festival, various
lectures will be given in
universities in Wuhan about
different aspects of the
Francophone world. From
March 11 through 14, Olivier
Francommer, the international
director of the Little Ant
Kindergarten in Wuhan, will
have seminars in several
universities in Wuhan in which
he will show that games are
essential tools for teachers. It
will be followed by writer

Catherine Cusset with a
literature dinner party on
March 23, and a
distinguished linguistics
professor, Dr. Bernard
Cerquiglini from March 26
through 29 with lectures
about learning French.
French cuisine is an
integral part of French
culture. Jean-François Mallet,
a professional chef and
photographer, will give
French cuisine workshops at
the Francophonie Festival.
The national finals of the
French Song Competition will
be a highlight of the festival.
It will be held at the Yellow
Crane Tower on March 31.

Kindergarten makes traditional Chinese
picture books for children
On March 7, in the library
room of the Chuanqi Branch
of Zhimei Kindergarten in
Wuhan Jianghan District,
several children were reading
handmade picture books by
their teachers and parents. The
books depict traditional Chinese
stories such as "Chang'e Flying
to the Moon," "Kong Rong
Gives up the Biggest Pear."
and "Chinese Zodiacs."
According to Hu Jun, the
principal of the kindergarten,
they have compiled over 30
picture books for children so
far. The idea of making picture
books themselves came when
the kindergarten decided to
purchase a batch of picture
books for children at the
approach of the semester and
found out surprisingly that most

The band Cherry Chérie on stage

The flagship music event of the
Francophonie Festival "Mars en Folie
(March in Madness)" will return to
Wuhan on March 21, bringing in
two talented musicians and one
established band. Organized by the
French Alliance in Wuhan, it will
take place at the Vox Live House,
offering an assortment of artistry
and sounds from the Francophone
music scene.
The concert will begin with the
electro/chanson performance of the
French singer Suzane, and be
followed by the Quebec-based band
Cherry Chérie which will present
rock'n roll music for local fans. The
third performer on stage will be the
Belgian musican Témé Tan with his
vibrant afro-pop sound.
Interested readers can follow
instructions and purchase E tickets
to the concert for free at https://mp.
weixin.qq.com/s/
8hEDQXuSuRmD42bsPZmAQQ

Czech Philharmonic
Orchestra to visit Wuhan
By Wan Xuming

One Chinese picture book made by the kindergarten

of the books provided by the
suppliers are foreign ones.
"I hope there will be more
original Chinese picture books
in the market to narrate
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Chinese tales and depict typical
Chinese characters so that
children can establish close
links with their native culture,"
said Hu.

The renowned Czech
Philharmonic Orchestra will perform
in Wuhan Qintai Concert Hall on
May 15, which is also the first stop
on its nationwide Chinese tour.
In 1896 the Orchestra gave its
debut performance in the
Rudolfinum of Prague with Antonín
Leopold Dvorak as the conductor.
Since then, the orchestra has
developed into one of the most
prominent orchestras in the world.
The orchestra will play the
works of eight great Czech
composers, including Dvorak's great
works, and also works by Leos
Janacek, Suk, Nedbal, and Fibich.
Petr Altrichter will conduct the
concert, with Josef Špacek
performing the violin solo.

