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Lucky koi skeleton as new
year gift
By Huang Qi
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“koi”specimen

New Year's Day
By Tao Changning

Snow rabbit at Wuhan University

A winter storm moved
through Central China on the
last day of 2018. It turned rain
into fluffy white snowflakes
bringing a white New Year's
Day to Wuhan.
The heaviest snow of this
winter came to Wuhan on the
night of Dec. 29, 2018. The
city center received 6.8
centimeters of snowfall. The
heaviest snowfall in the region
happened in southern Jiangxia
District, where it reached 15

centimeters. The whole city
was covered by white snow.
During the three-day New
Year holiday, snow drew
people to scenic spots where
they could take pictures against
snowy backdrops. They also
made snow sculptures, and slid
in the snow.
The first two nights of
2019 were the two coldest
nights so far in Wuhan, with
low temperature falling to
-6.8℃ on Jan. 1. Under such
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inclement weather, service
rooms equipped with heating
systems are open to the public
for free in over 1,500
communities, providing locals
with a warm escape from the
wintery weather.
The good news is that
Wuhan is forecasted to enjoy
clear skies and warmer
temperatures after the chilly
holiday. For this weekend, the
highest temperature will rise to
7-8℃.

Winter swimmers

Locals take polar plunge
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By Gao Chongcheng

While most people are
shivering in their bundled
padded jackets, there is a
group of people choosing to
take a dip in the freezing
Yangtze or Han rivers or East
Lake almost every day.
At present, there are
more than 40 winter

swimming teams in Wuhan
with over 3,000 regular
swimmers. Major winter
swimming bases, such as those
at Longwang Temple, the
Second Yangtze River Bridge,
Wuchang Embankment,
Qingshan Riverside Park,
Hanyang Riverside Park and

East Lake, have welcomed a
lot of swimming enthusiasts
despite the freezing weather.
Song Shi'an, who has
been swimming for more than
60 years said, "For us, nothing
could be more pleasing than
taking a swim in the cold river
or a lake."

Feng Yuming, a recent
graduate of the School of Life
Science and Technology at Wuhan
University of Bioengineering, gave
her roommate a special new year
gift — a "lucky koi".
The "lucky koi" is in fact a
skeleton of a red goldfish sealed in
a glass bottle. With its head up and
tail down, the koi can "swim" with
the waves when gently shaken.
According to Feng, making a "koi"
specimen is different from making
other specimens. Its bones must be
kept intact and not displaced, and
the muscle layer should not be
broken.

Thirty-eight locals selected
as spokespersons of Wuhan
dialect

Recently, 38 spokespersons of
Wuhan dialect were selected from
the entire city. Among them the
oldest is 87 years old and the
youngest 26.
There are strict criteria for
selecting dialect speakers which
include age, birthplace, physical
appearance, personality, and the
requirement that both their parents
and grandparents are local Wuhan
people as well. Additionally the
speakers should not have lived
outside Wuhan for more than two
years.
Professor Xiong Yimin, the
project leader of "Chinese Language
Resources Conservation -- Wuhan
Dialect Survey in Hubei Province,"
said, "We've also found during the
survey that there were many
problems encountered in terms of
the inheritance of the Wuhan
dialect. Therefore, many dialect
experts have developed various
ways, such as dialect drama
sketches, dialect songs, and dialect
opera programs, to promote the
inheritance of this dialect."

