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Skyline-altering
landmark breaks ground
By Tan Delei & Cai Muzi
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Wuhan adopts 144-hour
visa-free transit
By Liu Zhiyu

According to the Wuhan City
Public Security Bureau Exit-Entry
Administration, the 144-hour visafree transit officially came into force
in Wuhan on Jan. 1, 2019. It
enables travellers from 53 eligible
countries to transit in the city without
applying for a visa. There used to be
a 72-hour visa-free transit period.

Space-based Internet of
Things alliance built in Wuhan
By Wang Xinghua & Wang Wenhan

Artistic impression of the Chushang Building

The Chushang Building,
headquarters of the Wuhan
Chamber of Commerce broke
ground on Dec. 27, 2018 at
the intersection of Siwei Road
and Hankou Riverside Park.
Upon completion, the building,
with a construction area of
about 560,000 square meters,
will be a new landmark facing
the Wuhan Greenland Center
on the opposite bank of the
Yangtze River.
The project is a largescale commerce and office

complex integrating first-rate
office spaces and super fivestar hotels, aiming to provide
innovative business services
and to offer exclusive office
spaces for Fortune Global 500
and China's top 500
enterprises. A floor-to-ceiling
window on the top floor of
the tower will provide a 360degree panoramic view of the
winding Yangtze River. The
building is expected to become
a world-class tourist
destination.

The building was designed
by C.Y. Lee & Partners, a
globally renowned design
agency which is known for
having designed the Taipei
101 Building. It has been
reported that it took only nine
months for this building to go
from conception to
construction. The speed
reflects Wuhan's aspirations
for development and
administrative efficiency. It is
scheduled to be completed by
2023.

UN Stamps to issue mini-sheet for China
2019 World Stamp Exhibition
By Hu Die

The official website of the
United Nations Postal
Administration has recently
released its 2019 Programme
of Issues. It includes special
event stamps for the China
2019 World Stamp Exhibition.
According to the program, the
special stamp will be issued on
June 11, 2019, at the
exhibition held in Wuhan.
This special event
highlights a mini-sheet of three
stamps featuring the panda
twins Qiqi and Diandian. On

Jan. 17, 2016, they became
the world's first animal
ambassadors for Sustainable
Development Goals of the
United Nations Development
Programme. The face values
for the stamps are USD 1.15,
CHF 2.00 and EUR 1.80.
According to the Hubei
Philatelic Association, the
images of the panda twins and
related elements of the China
2019 World Stamp Exhibition
will be integrated into the
special event mini-sheet.

Panda twins Qiqi and Diandian

On Dec. 26, 2018, the first
Space-based Internet of Things
Alliance was inaugurated in Wuhan
jointly by 146 units in the fields of
commercial satellite research,
manufacturing, services, and financial
capital.
An official from China Space
Sanjiang Group Co., Ltd. revealed
that the Xingyun Project they are
working on is a low-orbit narrowband communication satellite
constellation, namely the space-based
Internet of Things. By using 80 small
satellites, the system can have its
signal cover the whole earth.
Compared with the traditional
Internet of Things, the space-based
Internet of Things has its unique
advantages. Its signal can cover the
whole world, allowing for easy
connections on the seas, islands or in
deserts.

Hydrogen-energy buses to
be in service in WEDZ
By Kang Peng & Wu Qiuna

In 2019, three hydrogenrefueling stations will be built in the
Wuhan Economic and Technological
Development Zone (WEDZ). The
hydrogen-powered buses will also be
put into use at the same time.
Hubei's first fixed hydrogenation
station was built in the WEDZ on
June 11, 2018. The station is
designed to supply 1,000 kilograms
daily. It is reported that 1,000
kilograms of liquid hydrogen can
supply about two or three hundred
hydrogen buses or about seven to
eight hundred cars.
In the future, the WEDZ will
improve infrastructure construction
projects like hydrogen-refueling
stations and promote hydrogenpowered vehicles such as buses and
logistics vehicles.

