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Ski season
starts
its run
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Winter has taken the stage in Shennongjia, a full 400 kilometers away
from Wuhan, where autumn has not yet taken its final bow. Shennongjia,
in the Shennongding Scenic Area, at over 2,800 meters above sea level,
welcomed its first snowfall this year on October 1 and has now become a
snow-covered winter wonderland. With the arrival of snow has come the
long anticipated ski season. Shennongjia boasts something that is
uncommon in southern China: natural snow fields ripe for skiing. Many ski
resorts in the Shennongjia scenic spot have begun preparations for the
2018-2019 ski season. The Shennongjia International Ski Resort and the
Tianyan Ski Resort are expected to open on Dec. 8; the Zhonghe
International Ski Resort is slated to begin operations on Dec. 12.

Panda in Shennongjia

Shennongjia International Ski Resort
The Shennongjia International Ski Resort is the largest ski resort in Central China.
It was the first natural mountain resort to be established in Central China when it
opened in 2004.
The place is well-equipped for the snow enthusiast. Apart from skiing, you can
go snow tubing, snowboarding and ride snowmobiles, snow sledges and snow bikes.
The resort has facilities such as ski houses, cafés, fast food restaurants, ski shops,
medical emergency rooms and ski training centers with professional coaches for
beginners.
The resort has six ski lifts which can carry 2,000 people at a time and 3,000
sets of skis that can be rented on an hourly basis.
There are currently eight ski slopes with an total length of 4,000 meters. The
most challenging run is 980 meters long with a vertical drop of 280 meters, a
maximum slope of 30 degrees, and an average slope of 15 degrees. The "bunny
slope" for beginners is a little over 200 meters in length with an average slope of six
to eight degrees. A Snowboard Paradise has also been set up to meet the needs of
snowboarders.

Address: Shennongjia National Forest Park, Hubei Province, 30 kilometers from Muyu Town
Price: RMB 100 lift ticket, but freely included with equipment rental
Non-holidays: ski rental RMB 180 per person, snowboarding rental RMB 280 per person for an
entire day
Holidays (New Year's Day and Spring Festival): skiing RMB 240 per person for two hours
(whole day package RMB 500), snowboarding RMB 380 per person for two hours (whole day
package RMB 580)
Ski caps and glasses are also available to rent.
Business hours: 08:30 — 17:00

Shennongjia Tianyan Ski Resort
Surrounded by mountains, Tianyan Ski Resort, 1,
800 meters above sea level, has an average air humidity
level of 86% and an average temperature of -4 °C to
2 °C during skiing season in the daytime, which is much
warmer than the temperature of northeastern China.
The six-kilometer cross-country alpine ski trail from
Yanziya to Shuigou in the resort is the longest in China.
It has high-level safety facilities and steep inclines where
you can experience the feeling of flying on snow.
The snowfield covers an area of over 40,000 square
meters and has a training area, a beginner's slope, an
intermediate slope and a snow entertainment area of
2,000 square meters. Its facility allows for skiing, snow
tubing, and snowmobile riding.
Address: Tianyan National Forest Park, Shennongjia Forest
Area, Hubei Province, 38 kilometers from Muyu Town and 6
kilometers from Hongping Town.
Price (Ctrip):
Weekday: whole day package RMB 138 per person
(equipment rental included)
Weekend: whole day package RMB 238 per person
(equipment rental included)
New Year's Day or Spring Festival: whole day package RMB
570 per person
Business hours: 08:00 — 17:00

Zhonghe International Ski Resort
Completed and opened in
2016 with brand new facilities,
Zhonghe International Ski Resort
covers an area of 60,000 square
meters and has seven open ski
slopes with a total length of 3,900
meters. The snowfield is divided into
two parks: Park A and B, which
are connected by snow slopes.
Visitors can have fun skiing, snow
tubing, riding snowmobiles, snow
flying saucers, snow banana boats
and snow tanks.

Address: Shennongjia Jiupingping
Tourist Center, 13 kilometers from Muyu
Town.
Price (Ctrip):
Weekday: whole day package RMB
148 per person (equipment rental included)
Weekend & New Year's Day: RMB
148 per person for three hours
(equipment rental included)
Spring Festival: RMB 198 per person
for two hours (equipment rental included)
Business hours: 08:30 — 17:00

Transportation
Muyu Town is the portal to scenic areas
in Shennongjia. Tourists can access Muyu
Town by bus, train, or plane.
Self-driving: Drive three and a half hours
via Hanyi Expressway to Yichang; then take
Yiba Expressway to Xingshan Exit, and
afterwards head to Muyu Town along the
Shenyi High-grade Tourist Highway for about
two and a half hours.
Bus: Take the daily shuttle bus from
Wuhan to Shennongjia scenic area organized
by Hubei Passenger Transport Group. The
gathering place in Wuchang District is at the
Fujiapo Bus Terminal at 7 a.m. and in Hankou
District at the Qingnian Road Bus Terminal at
7:30 a.m. All buses are expected to arrive at
the Muyu Town Bus Terminal at 3:30 p.m.
Train: Take the train from Wuhan to
Yichang East Station and then take the shuttle
bus to Muyu Town of Shennongjia (about
three and half hours).
Plane: Take a daily and direct flight from
Wuhan to Shennongjia via Eastern Airlines,
Sichuan Airlines, or Chongqing Airlines. After
arriving at Shennongjia Airport, take the twohour bus to Muyu Town.

Skiing and snow tubing

