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Wuhan hosts Goncourt
Prize award ceremony
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Roundtable discussion at the award ceremony on Zhiyin cruise

The Goncourt Prize, the
most esteemed award in
French literature, presented its
Chinese version of the prize
to David Diop's novel "Brother
of Soul" (Frère d'ame) on the
Zhiyin cruise on Nov. 24. This
was the first time that the
Goncourt Prize has come to
Asia.
Olivier Guyonvarch, the
Consul General of Consulate
General of France in Wuhan,
described the coming of the
Goncourt Prize to China as a
"historic moment" at the award
ceremony. He said it was
quite appropriate for the
Goncourt Prize to be brought
to China as the country is the
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number one importer of
French literature in the world.
When discussing why
Wuhan was chosen as the
host city of the award
ceremony, Guyonvarch stressed
the special bond between
Wuhan and France: "Wuhan
loves France, and France loves
Wuhan."
He also made reference
to a parallel geographical
feature that both cities share.
"A great city must have a
great river. We hope to host
the award ceremony in a city
with rivers," he said,
comparing the importance of
the Yangtze River to Wuhan
with the Seine to Paris.
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Guyonvarch added that
the award ceremony in Wuhan
will enable French and other
international media to gain
familiarity with the city and
help establish it as an
international literary metropolis.
The academic study of
French literature has a major
presence in Wuhan's
universities. In the 1980s,
Wuhan University began
working with certain French
institutes of higher education
in French literature. Du
Qinggang, the chairman of the
jury for the Goncourt Prize in
China, and Wu Hongmiao, a
member of the jury, both
work at Wuhan University.

Goncourt Prize's connection to China

Established in 1903, the
Goncourt Prize is the most
prestigious literary prize in France. It
is awarded annually to the author
who has produced "the best and
most imaginative prose of the year."

Many Goncourt winners have
focused on Chinese-related topics.
Such authors and their works
include, "The Lover" by Marguerite
Duras, "Anne Marie" by Lucien
Bodard, and "Man's Fate" by André

Malraux. Of these novels, "Man's
Fate," an account of the Chinese
Revolution in 1927, gives
considerable attention to Wuhan, an
important early revolutionary center
in China.

Activities around Goncourt Prize in China
Several special guests were
in attendance at the Goncourt
Prize ceremony. They included
Pierre Assouline, a distinguished
writer and member of the
Goncourt Academy, Romain
Puertolas, an author noted for his

best-selling novel "The
Extraordinary Journey of the Fakir
Who Got Trapped in an Ikea
Wardrobe," and Bi Feiyu, an
established Chinese writer and
winner of the Mao Dun Literary
Prize.

Together with the jury
members, the writers held a
series of book signings and
seminars in local universities and
bookshops between Nov. 22 and
28, sharing their perspectives on
literary matters.

Four local companies announced
in Nov. 16 that they would be
participating in the "Be Yourself:
Pledge for Progress" campaign and
offer more opportunities for female
employees.
The campaign was launched by
the Mulan Club, the British Embassy
in China, and the British Chamber of
Commerce in China. It promotes
women's empowerment in the
workplace.
June Hitchen, the mayor of
Manchester, shared her personal story
with attendees. Hitchen said that she
made a career shift after she had
become a micro-electronic control
engineer. After that, with a strong
desire to make a difference in her
community, she became involved in
local politics and later became the
first female chair of Licensing for
Manchester. "I want my daughter to
see that you can be anything you
want to be and with determination
you can do it."

Artworks by foreign students
By Yang Jiafeng

The 2nd Hubei Provincial
Chinese Calligraphy, Painting, and
Seal-cutting Artworks Exhibition for
Overseas University Students was
unveiled at China University of
Geosciences (CUG) on Nov. 22. The
exhibition showcases 131 artworks by
students from 42 countries along the
Belt and Road.
One of the contestants of the
exhibition was Hanna from the Czech
Republic, a Ph.D. candidate with an
environmental science and
engineering major. Her calligraphy "水
滴石穿" was on display at the
exhibition and praised highly by
visitors. Hanna said that she had
been studying the Chinese language
and Chinese calligraphy for eight
years. "I like these characters. They
embody a spirit of perseverance."

