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More cooperation fields to be
explored between Wuhan and Salo
By Sunny Nie

Lauri Inna, mayor of Salo, Finland, visited Wuhan
for the third time from Nov. 21 to 23. "When I came
to Wuhan for the first time, I couldn't even see that
some of the buildings along the Yangtze River were
starting. But now they are just standing there
completed. The pace of Wuhan's development has
accelerated dramatically," Inna said in a recent
exclusive interview with Changjiang Weekly.

This is a city making things
really happen
"I have been to many other cities
in China, such as Shenyang,
Changchun, Qingdao, and Shenzhen.
Compared with these cities that I have
only visited once, Wuhan is really a
special destination for me." Inna said
with a smile that he visited the Yellow
Crane Tower and East Lake during
his last visit to Wuhan. "The Yellow
Crane Tower is a nice part of
Wuhan's culture and history and East
Lake has beautiful scenery. I think it
would be definitely good to learn
more about Wuhan."
When asked what impresses him
most, Inna speaks highly of the night
view of the city: "When you walk

around in the evening, you can see
the city from a different angle." The
flashing lights on the streets and the
boats on the Yangtze River remind
him of Salo. "Our city is much smaller
than Wuhan. But the two cities both
have rivers, which is very important to
us both," he added.
Although it is his third time to
Wuhan, Inna is nonetheless excited
because he always discovers something
new about this city. He said that
Wuhan is a city developing at an
amazing pace, both in the speed of
development and the speed of making
things happen. "Just as the slogan of
the city: Wuhan, Different Every Day!"

Expecting more cooperation
potential with Wuhan
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Brief introduction
Lauri Inna
Lauri Inna earned his master's degree in Political
Science at the University of Turku. Since graduating in
2007, he has been working in different government
departments in his home country.
In June 2017, Lauri Inna was appointed mayor of
Salo. He serves under the City Board and manages the
city′s administration and finances. He is committed to
promoting cooperation and exchanges between Wuhan
and his city.

"Salo and Wuhan need to have a
closer relationship in the areas of
development and mutual cooperation.
That's the reason I came here a third
time." According to Inna, the current
cooperation between the two cities
came about in three steps. First, the
third Investment Promotion
Conference for Fortune Global 500
and World-Renowned Foreign
Companies — International Friendship
City Session held in Wuhan in 2017
brought an opportunity for the two
sides to get to know each other.
Second, Inna visited Wuhan in March
of this year with a delegation of
university presidents in Finland, which
opened the door to the collaboration
in education. "And this visit to
Wuhan with a delegation of
enterprise representatives from
Finland is the third step of our
collaboration." Inna hopes that this
visit will open a new chapter in
enterprise cooperation.
Inna repeatedly emphasized the
relationship between education and

sustainable economic development.
He believes that only through
education can we cultivate the
qualified talent to facilitate the
development of the two cities.
"Education is so important. So I think
it's better for both Wuhan and Salo
to work together in this area." He
added, "International cooperation is
the only way to improve the quality
of education."
"After signing the MOU, our
companies will make contact and do
business with Wuhan as much as
possible in the future." Inna said that
they would gladly share their
experiences related to economic
growth and what was learned during
the financial crisis. He also expressed
his desire for future cooperation in
more areas, such as tourism. "I
believe that our cooperation could be
a very good example. Then, people
will follow us and do more and more
things with us. As far as I know,
there are a lot of cities in Finland
that would like to do the same."

