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Tennis player reveals
scenes in biopic 'Li Na'

13

Musical 'Matilda' to hit
Wuhan next year
By Feng Aihua

By Qiu Chen

On Nov. 19,
renowned tennis player
Dominika Cibulkova shared
on her official media
account that she has
been invited to play a
role in the film "Li Na," a
biopic directed by Peter
Chan.
The picture Cibulkova
posted online that shows
her (right) and Li Na (left)

The photo that Cibulkova
posted online shows her and
Li Na wearing the same
tennis suits that they wore in
the women's final in the
2014 Australian Open. It was
in that tournament that the
Wuhan-born player beat
Cibulkova and claimed her
second Grand Slam trophy. It
is likely that the scene of the
women's final in the 2014
Australian Open, played
between Li Na and Cibulkova,

will be reenacted in the film
with Li Na playing herself in
the biopic.
The 2014 Australian
Open was held at the Rod
Laver Arena. The film crew
also reproduced that arena in
the 15,000-seat Optics Valley
International Tennis Center.
"Li Na" has been in lowkey preparation for a long
time. Filming started in
Wuhan on Oct. 5. Many
scenes were shot in

Huazhong University of
Science and Technology
(HUST), the Chinese tennis
star's alma mater. A HUST
student posted a notice about
hiring background actors for
the movie on his Weibo
account on Nov. 17. This
notification showed that the
crew will film the scene of
the Australian Open final in
the Optics Valley International
Tennis Center starting
Nov. 18.

Nostalgia scenes through murals

Stage photo of "Matilda"

According to the British Embassy
in Beijing on Nov. 23, the Musical
"Matilda," a London's West End
production, will tour Chinese cities
from June 2019 through January
2020. Wuhan will be one of the
stops.
Created by the Royal
Shakespeare Company, the musical
has won seven Laurence Olivier
Awards in the U.K. and five Tony
Awards in the U.S. It is adapted
from Roald Dahl's work of the same
name and revolves around a child
prodigy Matilda, an avid reader, who
endeavors to grow up in the face of
the dark sides of life.

Tan En's oil paintings to
show in Louvre
By Zhou Manzhen

A 200-meter red carpet was rolled out on the sidewalk located on Zhongshan Avenue on Nov. 26. The
carpet is specially prepared for passersby who come to take photos of the mural paintings recently created on
the avenue.
The project of the mural paintings along Zhongshan Avenue started in April. A total of 83 works are
planned for this area. The paintings cover natural scenes, buildings, local customs, as well as some 3D pictures.
The project is expected to be completed by the end of this month.
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Artist Tan En's oil painting
exhibition opened at Wuhan Tiandi
on Nov. 16.
Tan pursued his oil painting
study at the China Academy of Art
during the 1990s. From 2003 to
2014, Tan shut himself off from
social activities and devoted all his
energy to creation. This experience
laid the foundation for his artwork's
creation later on. The 14 paintings
on display at the exhibition
incorporate both the oriental freehand
style and Western expressionism.
Some of the pieces will be displayed
at an exhibition in the Louvre in
early 2019. This free exhibition will
run through Jan. 2.

