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Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao
Bridge opens for traffic

Two Boeing 787-8s to serve
in Wuhan
By Zhang Luquan

By Han Wei

The world's longest
sea crossing bridge, the
Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao
Bridge, opened for traffic
on Oct. 24. The 55kilometer mega-bridge and
tunnel linking the highway
networks in Zhuhai, Hong
Kong and Macao will
integrate the three cities
into an economic zone
within one-hour distance.
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Wuhan companies are
the major contractors

Nearly 20 enterprises from
Wuhan took part in 60 percent
of the design and construction
of the bridge, such as the
China Railway Major Bridge
Engineering Group Co., Ltd.;
China Railway Major Bridge
Reconnaissance & Design
Institute Co., Ltd.; CCCC
Second Harbour Engineering
Company Ltd.; and Wuchang
Shipbuilding Industry Group
Co., Ltd., to name a few.
The Hong Kong-ZhuhaiMacao Bridge is the first in
China that is designed to last
for 120 years, making the
China Railway Major Bridge
Engineering Group Co. Ltd. a
world leader in bridge
technology. The bridge can
withstand level 16 super

typhoons, storm surges,
magnitude eight earthquakes,
ship collisions, and seawater
corrosion.

All efforts made to
protect dolphin reserve

Some of the bridge
segments had to pass by the
natural reserve of the Chinese
white dolphins. To leave more
room for the dolphins, the
number of piers had to be
reduced and the spans
lengthened. For instance, in
the deep water area, the
distance between piers was
increased from 70 to 110
meters.
To minimize any harm to
the Chinese white dolphins,
each possible effect, involving
the oily waste deposition and
construction waste collection,
had been carefully dealt with.

Key numbers:
55 kilometers

The Hong Kong—Zhuhai—Macao
Bridge is 55 kilometers long, the
longest cross-water span in the world.

120 years
The designed service life will
reach a record 120 years.

420,000 tons
The 420,000 tons of steel used
on the beam of the body is 10 times
that used in the Beijing National
Stadium (Bird's Nest) and 60 times
that used in the Eiffel Tower.

500 people
Twenty-one enterprises/entities
and eight research teams from higheducation institutions have initiated 31
construction methods and applied for
454 patents.

Zero
The ambitious goals of zero sea
pollution and zero Chinese white
dolphin fatalities were essentially
achieved.

5th Sino-French Forum on City's
Sustainable Development held in Wuhan
By Zhu Bo, Wang Jing, Zhang Ling & Huang Qin

The 5th Sino-French
Forum on City's Sustainable
Development was held in the
Sino-French Wuhan Ecological
Demonstration City from Oct.
26 through 29. The opening
ceremony and two sub-forums
afterwards attracted over 500
people from home and abroad.
Many representatives of French
companies shared their plans

for future cooperation with
Wuhan.
Christophe de Charentenay,
chairman of the eGT New
Energy Automotive Co., Ltd.,
said that the KC2 electric
private car, developed in Wuhan
and produced in Shiyan, will be
launched on the market next
year. "Our new electric car is
very suitable for urban

commuting. It has two charging
systems. Each will allow the car
to run for 250 kilometers once
full charged," he said.
Julien Etienne, chairman of
the New Energy Department of
Plastic Omnium, announced that
his company plans to build an
Asian energy technology center
and a hydrogen energy
laboratory in Wuhan.

Two Boeing 787-8 Dreamliners
landed in Wuhan on Oct. 27,
joining the service fleet of China
Southern Airlines in Hubei Province.
This is the first time that Central
China has this type of wide-bodied
aircraft.
These two Boeing 787-8s were
put into operation immediately after
their arrival. They have a classic
three-cabin layout with a total of
228 seats, including four first class,
24 business class and 200 economy
class seats. Its advantage lies in its
ability to allow more cabins to be
stretched into comfortable beds.
Meanwhile, it enjoys a range
capacity of 15,000 kilometers,
which is more suitable for
intercontinental routes.

First comprehensive toptier children's hospital to
locate in Optics Valley
By Li Jia
On Oct. 24, the East Lake
High-tech Development Zone signed
a contract with Tongji Hospital to
jointly build a children's hospital and
an international medical department
within the area of the Optics Valley
Branch of Tongji Hospital. The two
are estimated to be put into service
in 2020.
The new children's hospital, the
first comprehensive first-class
children's hospital in Optics Valley,
is tentatively named Optics Valley
Tongji Children's Hospital. With 800
beds, it will become the largest
pediatric diagnosis, treatment and
rehabilitation base and the largest
pediatrician training base in Central
China. The international medical
department project is tentatively
named the Optics Valley
International Medical Department of
Tongji Hospital. With a floor plan of
about 12,000 square meters, it will
provide quality comprehensive
service for expatriates and business
executives.

