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Great Rivers Forum concludes
By Sue Liu

Andrei Ostrovski

The second
Great Rivers
Forum was held
from October 28
through 30 in
Wuhan. Over 150
representatives
from riverside
cities across the
world met up at
the Changjjiang
Civilization
Museum and
shared their
experiences and
resources with
one another in an
effort to achieve
the goal of
collaborative
sustainable
development.
During the forum,
the Changjjiang
Civilization
Museum officially
joined the Global
Network of Water
Museums.

Deputy Director, Institute of the Far East at the Russian Academy of Sciences, Russia:

Promoting ecological and economic cooperation between China and Russia
As an economist in China's
economy, Ostrovski has paid
particular attention to Wuhan for
a long time. The first time he
visited Wuhan was in 1985 when
he came to the city collecting
data for his graduate research on
China’s economic reform.
Ostrovski said that during that
trip, he learned that the largest
tributary of the Yangtze River

sustainable development of regions
along rivers. "The Volga and the
Yangtze rivers are confronted with
similar problems. I hope that
through the dialogue, Russia and
China can advance the
economical and ecological
cooperation between our river
regions and set an example for
the world to follow."
(By Helen Pan)

Merce Mariano
Expert, Consorci de Politiques Ambientals de les Terres de, Spain:

River regions share a lot of similarities

Water Confluences Ceremony

The Great Rivers Forum presents itself as an open
international platform for experts and managers from various
fields. The involvement of sister cities and UNESCO networks
contributed to push forward high-quality development along
several great rivers, with particular attention to their ecological and
cultural environments.
The forum included one high-level roundtable discussion and
three parallel expert sessions. At the high-level roundtable, heads
and officials of relevant institutions and river basin authorities
discussed the integration of river culture and environment in the
management of great river basins.
The three expert sessions focused on the integration of river
culture into river basin management and the interconnection
between river cities and the new models of water-front
development.
More than 150 experts, scholars, and officials from various
fields participated in this forum, including more than 80 guests
from China and over 70 international guests. Audrey Azoulay,
Director-General of UNESCO, said, "I have no doubt the
outcomes of your elaboration will be a source of inspiration for
the many UNESCO programs and networks involved in the forum."

flows into the main river in
Wuhan.
Ostrovski said that rivers have
played an essential role in
economy, politics, culture and
society. The 2018 Great Rivers
Forum provided participants a
valuable platform for analyzing
and solving the common problems
which rivers are faced with today
and charted a new path for the

Photo by Li Yonggang

11 Rivers converge
By Sue Liu & Zheng Xiaoan

On October 28 at the Water
Confluence Ceremony of the forum,
representatives from 11 different river basins
worldwide poured water from their respective
rivers into the same container. The
ceremony symbolizes the spirit of the forum:
integrating the open and inclusive Chinese
spirit into the great process of building a
shared future of mankind, via dialogues, in
the context of the world's great river basins.
"This bottle of water travelled 8,000
kilometers from Egypt to Wuhan," said
Ossama Abdel Meguid, director of the
Center for Civilization and Creativity. He is
the representative from the Nile Basin. He
said that the water was collected from the
Aswan section of the Nile. Located near
Aswan, the world-famous Aswan Dam was

an engineering miracle. The dam created a
30% increase of the cultivatable land in
Egypt and doubled Egypt's electricityproducing capability. At the forum, Meguid
talked about the Nile's protection in the
Nubian civilization.
Helmut Habersack, UNESCO Chair on
Integrated River Research and Management,
represented the Danube River. "Rivers are
known to be without borders and they are
an integrating element in international
cooperation. In the Danube River basin,
hydrological and environmental cooperation
has a long history. This ceremony is
meaningful in that it shows the joint efforts
that have been made on a global level to
solve many of the issues faced by the
world's large rivers," Habersack commented.

Mariano said: "In the south
of Spain where the Ebro River
flows, people still stick to the
traditional way of planting rice.
They live near the river, grow
rice by the river and catch fish
in the river. All these are quite
similar to the living habits in
other river regions." She showed
the media a picture of Spanish
farmers working on paddy fields.

Mariano sees nearby rivers
as more readily connected to an
individual or local culture than
seas. "Both Spain and Greece
are located in the Mediterranean
region. But if I have to introduce
myself to a Greek citizen, the
identity of a person from the
Ebro River region would be
mentioned before one's living
near the Mediterranean would be

stated."
Mariano said that the
platform offered an opportunity
for Spain to explain the
problems the Ebro River faces
today, just like the rest of the
world. "I hope that we can learn
from the positive experiences of
experts and scientists involved
and take them back to Spain."
(By Helen Pan)

Helmut Habersack
UNESCO Chair on Integrated River Research and Management:

Multilateral approach required to improve management of rivers
"I am here to contribute to
the World Large Rivers Initiative."
Helmut Habersack said. He also
stated that the pressures and
impacts on the world's large
rivers have increased greatly in
recent years. This international
initiative aims to provide a global
forum for a discussion of key
issues related to research on
large rivers and to their effective
and sustainable management. It
works to analyze the state and
future development of these vital

systems, assess future trends,
identify and test adaptation and
mitigation strategies, and develop
innovative strategies based on
best practices for their sustainable
management.
"Most capitals are located
along large rivers. It is clear that
they need the water supply to
continue and the sewage to go
away. They also need
transportation on the river to
occur and food to feed on. The
resources provided by large rivers

are often shared by several
countries, which is why a
multilateral approach is required
to improve the management of
the world's large rivers."
This is his second time in
Wuhan over the last 21 years;
he said that Wuhan has always
been a critical transportation hub
along the Yangtze River. It is
important for Wuhan to integrate
the ecological considerations of
the river with the use of the
river for sustainable development.
(By Zheng Xiaoan)

