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Value of the
Bianzhong of Marquis
Yi of Zeng discussed

"Chime Bell Dance" performance (file photo)

An academic seminar on
the 40th anniversary of the
unearthing of the Bianzhong
(chime bells) of Marquis Yi of
Zeng was held at Hubei
Provincial Museum on
September 19. Over 50
archaeologists and music
experts from China, the United
States, the Republic of Korea,
and Germany gathered at the
seminar, discussing the latest
research findings and trends
around these cultural relics.
A common agreement
among participating experts was
that the Bianzhong of Marquis
Yi of Zeng is an outstanding

representative of humanity's
civilization in the Axis Age in
terms of musical, technical and
artistic achievements. Xu Jie,
curator of the Asian Art
Museum in San Francisco,
revealed that their museum is
planning a bronze art exhibition
of Zeng and Chu that will
show the American audience
the ancient culture in Hubei.
Robert Zollitsch, an active
bianzhong music advocate and
musician, said that the most
amazing part about the
bianzhong is that it produces
sounds from 2,000 years ago.
He also believes that it is most

appropriate to promote the
bianzhong music by combining
it into modern music.
The original Bianzhong of
Marquis Yi of Zeng has been
played three times since its
discovery in 1978 so far.
Considering its value and
preservation, it is not supposed
to be played again. It was first
played during a concert held
on July 26 and was recorded
by CCTV and China National
Radio. The second time it was
played was at Huairen Hall of
Beijing in 1984. The last time
it was played was upon Hong
Kong's return to China.

France Week to be held next week
By Helen Pan

The inaugural France
Week, part of the activities of
the Wuhan International
Tourism Festival, an event
celebrating the 20th anniversary
of the founding of the
Consulate General of France in
Wuhan, will be held between
September 30 and October 10,
as announced by Business
France of the Consulate
General on September 26.
The opening ceremony of
France Week will be launched
on the morning of September
30 at Han Street. At the
ceremony, two project contracts

will be inked between the
French and their partners of
Central China. One of the
projects will be the landing of
the French Open Junior Wild
Card Tournament and RolandGarros Tennis Club in Huangpi
District next year. This project
aims to cultivate potential junior
tennis players for the French
Open, a world major
international tennis tournament.
Edouard Bardon, deputy
director of the French Tennis
Federation, will attend the
opening ceremony.
During France Week,

Michelin-starred chef Joel
Phillips will bring his classic
desserts to local visitors.
Another highlight of the event
will be promotional booths that
present the products of 17
established French brands at
Quyuan Square on Han Street.
The products cover sports,
food, wine, cosmetics and
attire. Patrons are welcome to
sample the products offered at
the booths. In addition, a wide
range of music performances,
from Chinese and French
musicians, will be held on the
Han Street stage.
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Hubei Provincial Museum
unveils Hetian jade version
of Sword of Goujian

Hubei Provincial Museum
unveiled on September 15 its four
products based on the Sword of
Goujian, a national treasure now in
the possession of the museum. The
four products are made of white,
green, and gray jade and pure
copper respectively.
The Sword of Goujian is
renowned for its unusual sharpness,
resistance to tarnish, and stories
related to its legendary owner
Goujian, King of Yue during the
Spring and Autumn Period. Among
the product series modeled on his
sword, the white-jade version of the
Sword of Goujian is made of Hetian
jade, an extremely precious jade
from Hetian in Xinjiang. As
complicated techniques and work are
involved in the production, this whitejade version is regarded as the most
precious with a value of RMB 498,
000.

Drama 'Alice's Adventure
in Wonderland' to land in
Wuhan

Stage photo of "Alice's Adventure in
Wonderland"

The naked-eye 3D show "Alice's
Adventure in Wonderland" will be
presented at Wuhan IKEA's LIVAT
starting on October 1. The drama
restores the story of "Alice in
Wonderland" by incorporating both
real-life actors and virtual actors,
multimedia images and a glass-free
3D stage design, engaging viewers
into the fantastic journey.
The show will not only be
immersive but interactive. At the
show, children can dress up as the
various characters of the show and
take part in activities such as reading
mysterious scripts, interacting with
synergistic lights and shadows,
playing parent-child games and
watching theme movies.

