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Signature paintings of the
1970s and 80s on display

Five-meter-long painting of
East Lake plum flowers
returns home
By He Fangcheng

By Zhou Manzhen

An exhibtion entitled "Ink Art
Continuum — Chinese Figure
Painting Exhibition and Study (19701985)" was launched at Wuhan Art
Musem on September 18. On display
are figure paintings representative of
fine art development in the 1970s
and 1980s in China, including 125
works and manuscripts from 16
remarkable artists active in that period.
According to Gao Xiaolin, the
curator of the exhibition, a large
proportion of artists covered in the
exhibition, such as Yang Zhiguang,
Ou Yang, Lu Chen, and Zhou
Sicong, were part of the first group
of graduates from the Chinese
Academy of Fine Arts after 1949.
The insurance for all the works
amounts to RMB 200 million. Among
these paintings is the "Power of
Words" by Ou Yang and Yang
Zhiguang, a representative work
depicting Chairman Mao, is a piece
with an estimated value of RMB 20
million. Other highly-valued works
shown are Liu Borong's
"Perseverance" which was the first
painting published in color in the
People's Daily, and Yang Zhiguang's
"New Recruit in Mine Field," which
has become an ingrained classic
image of beauty in the 1970s.
This free exhibition runs through
October 21.

"Snow-covered Plum Flowers Await
Spring" by Liu Renqiu

"Power of Words" by Ou Yang and Yang Zhiguang

"New Recruit in Mine Field" by
Yang Zhiguang

"Keep Digging into the
Mountains" by Wang Yingchun
and Yang Lizhou

Artist Shu Cong
holds exhibition
in Russia
By Zhou Manzhen

“Moscow, I Come, I Go" by Shu Cong

At the invitation of the
Alexander Pushkin Museum and
Memorial Apartment associated
to the Russian Ministry of
Culture, Wuhan artist Shu Cong
began his oil painting exhibition
entitled "Image" in St.
Petersburg on September 10.
His paintings were wellreceived for their unique
personal style and imagination.

Shu works as a lecturer at
the School of Fine Arts of
Central China Normal
University. His works have
been displayed at home and
abroad. "Image" is his first solo
exhibition in Russia.
Shu said that what
intrigued audiences most was
his painting "Moscow, I Come,
I Go." He explained to the

audience that each dot of the
painting represents different
moods that he had in Moscow,
and purple is used as the main
color of the painting to give it
a pure and tranquil feeling.
Shu's exhibition was also
on display in the Pushkin State
Museum of Fine Arts in
Moscow from September 22
through 28.

Distinguished Chinese-Canadian
artist Liu Renqiu recently brought his
traditional Chinese ink paintings back
to Wuhan. His painting exhibition
was unveiled at the Yellow Crane
Tower's painting gallery on
September 24, the day of MidAutumn Festival. It will continue for a
month with approximately 80 pieces
to be displayed.
One outstanding piece is Liu's
five-meter-long painting "Snowcovered Plum Flowers Await Spring."
It is said that the painting was based
on his sketches back in the 1960s
and 1970s at East Lake. During that
period, Liu visited different places in
Wuhan and made sketches of plum
flowers at East Lake, roses in
Hanyang Park, peonies in Zhongshan
Park, and Chinese trumpet vine
flowers in Jiefang Park. These flowers
later became the subjects of Liu's
paintings.

'Mao Xuhui Literature
Exhibition' at Wuhan He
Art Museum

By Feng Aihua
The Chinese contemporary art
has developed with the reform and
opening up policy over the past 40
years. Mao Xuhui, a prominent artist
of "85 New Wave," is one of its
most representative pioneers. His
paintings are currently on display at
the United Art Museum.
Divided into several sections with
each revolving around an important
artistic event he has been involved in,
the exhibition showcases his works,
letters, sketches, photographs and
videos that witness both Mao's artistic
career development and the
development of Chinese contemporary
art in general. Subjects that inspired
Mao's creation, such as the red soil
from Yunnan, are also covered.
The free exhibition will last until
December 14.

