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TOP NEWS

Wuhan second in Chinese
Cities of Opportunity 2018
By Ma Zhenhua

PwC (Price Waterhouse
Coopers) China and the China
Development Research
Foundation (CDRF) have jointly
produced the Chinese Cities of
Opportunity 2018 study report.
Hangzhou, Wuhan, Nanjing,
Chengdu, and Xiamen are
among the top five of the 26
cities examined as a group in
the report, while Beijing,
Shanghai, Guangzhou, and
Shenzhen are compared in a
separate group.
The indicators and
variables adopted to observe
cities in China are consistent
with the research methodology
developed by PwC for studies
on key global cities, which

constitute a major part of
PwC's global understanding of
urban development and city
potential.
Chinese Cities of
Opportunity 2018 provides indepth observations on 30 cities
using ten indicators and 57
variables. The indicators are
intellectual capital and
innovation, technology
readiness, regional importance,
healthcare and safety,
transportation and urban
planning, sustainability and the
natural environment, culture and
lifestyle, cost, economic clout,
and ease of doing business.
Through continuous
observation of Chinese cities,

the report provides a
benchmark for the development
of large cities and megacities in
China, as well as an invaluable
source of reference for the
development of Chinese cities
at every year's China
Development Forum.
The observation results of
the 26 cities see Wuhan ranked
second, a position it has kept
from the 2017 report. Wuhan
is within the top six in nine out
of the ten indicators, and
ranked first in technology
readiness. Of the 57 variables,
Wuhan leads in the scale of
vocational education, size of
technology market, and medical
facilities.
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5G network coming to
Wuhan
A large scale 5G network
engineering program will be piloted
in Wuhan to accelerate the
deployment of this new technology
and to hopefully upgrade the IT
industry, as was reported at the
conference on 5G networks
planning and engineering on April
4.
Now that Wuhan as a pilot city
to build 5G telecoms has been
approved by the central government,
3,000 macro base stations and
27,000 micro base stations will
soon be constructed. By the end of
2018, the trial use of the
technology will start in various pilot
areas; it is expected to be accessible
to users at the Military World
Games in 2019. By 2020, 5G
network will cover every corner of
the city and be available at an
affordable price.

Hubei standardizes
Selenium-enriched rice
By Zhou Ren

Increase in
Wuhan's bird
diversity
By Wang Yaxin

Wuhan Birdwatcher Society has
recently issued The Annuals of
Birdwatching on Major Habitats in
Wuhan 2017, which reported that a total
of 321 bird species were observed and
noted by Wuhan birdwatchers last year, a
new and encouraging record in terms of
biodiversity. Among them, 43 species
observed are on China's list of critically
endangered species, and 39 are on the
endangered list.
The annuals are compiled by
volunteer environmentalists and birdwatchers. According to their observation
notes, eight species have been seen for
the first time in Wuhan, namely the Otus
Semitorques, the Grey-Winged Black
Bird, the Pechora Pipit, the Large-Billed
Willow Warbler, the Glossy Ibis, the Far
Eastern Curlew, the Himalayan Swiftlet,
and the Red Crossbill.
The notes come from bird-watchers
across the 13 administrative districts in
Wuhan, covering a diversity of natural
habitats such as rivers, lakes, swamps,
forests, crop fields, and grasslands.
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On April 4, the standards of
Se-enriched rice in Hubei were
announced to the public at a press
conference in Wuhan. These special
grains now have a standardized
process from paddy to shelf.
This type of Se-enriched rice
comes from Hubei Shayang Farm,
Jingmen, where a base of pilot test
rice has been set up by the Wuhan
University Research Center on Seenriched Rice, the Hubei Selenium
Industrial Research Institute, the
Hubei Standardization and Quality
Institution, and China University of
Geosciences (Wuhan).
The late Professor Zhu Yingguo
at Wuhan University, a hybrid rice
expert and chief scientist,
contributed to standardizing the
production to an optimal level. A
Se-enriched rice industrial chain has
been established already among
laboratories, fields and processing
plants through patent and property
right arrangements.
At the conference, experts and
journalists had a taste of the cooked
rice and porridge made from the
grain, and they were impressed with
its texture and flavor. It was also
announced that this type of Seenriched rice will be sold at some
major local supermarkets, like
Zhongbai and RT-Mart.

