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Couple protects Wuhan University
through war
By Zhou Manzhen
Every year when the cherry trees at Wuhan University are blossoming, a touching story titled "Tears upon Blossom: A Miraculous Story about
Cherry Blossoms in Wuhan University" goes viral on the WeChat network platform. The post tells how the buildings on campus were preserved
and how the oriental cherry trees, also known as sakura in Japan, were introduced to Wuhan.
On March 24, Hu Xiao, the author of the story, retold the moving story about how Mr. Tang Shanghao, then a teacher of Wuhan University,
and his Japanese wife Suzuki Mitsuko, protected the university from being destroyed by the Japanese army in 1938.

Tang's family

Tang persuades Japanese regiment
to move off campus
In April 1938, Wuhan University was
forced to move to Leshan, Sichuan province,
due to the war. Wang Xinggong, the president
of Wuhan University, and Professor Yang
Duanliu, the dean of the economics department,
instructed a young teacher, Tang Shanghao,
who used to study in Japan and whose wife
was Japanese, to stay in Wuhan with other staff
to protect the campus.
At the end of October 1938, Wuhan was
occupied by the Japanese army. A Japanese
regiment headed by Kougen Taisa set up camp
at Wuhan University. Assisted by his wife, Tang
took risks to pass the Japanese forces'
checkpoints and reached Wuhan University in
Wuchang from Hankou. What Tang saw made
him bitterly grieved and irritated: the post office
on campus had become the Japanese army's
stable and the university stadium had become
the army club. When he, escorted by Japanese
soldiers, met Kougen Taisa on campus, he
persuaded the regiment commander to remove
over one thousand Japanese soldiers from the
campus.

Tang tries to persuade the Japanese
general to plant plums
Tang later met Japanese Major General
Takahashi and successfully convinced him to do
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his best to protect Wuhan University. During
their talk, Takahashi told Tang that Wuhan
University and Japan's Hakone were both
beautiful cultural scenic spots, and he planned to
transport cherry trees from Japan to plant at
Wuhan University.
The cherry blossom is known as Japan's
national flower while the plum blossom was then
China's national flower. Hearing Takahashi's
words, Tang wittily said to Takahashi that plums
could also be planted because Chinese people
liked them. But Takahashi told him that it was
easier to get sakura saplings than ones for
plums.
From then on, Tang and his wife continued
to live in Wuhan, and every few months they
went to see what Wuhan University's campus
was like. When the funds arranged for his stay
had been used up, the couple had to earn their
living by running a grocery store. After Japan
surrendered in 1945, Tang went to Taiwan
while his wife was repatriated to Japan. The
loss of her husband and children affected Ms.
Suzuki Mitsuko greatly, and she died at only 34,
a few months after she had returned to Tokyo.
Hu Xiao, a graduate of Wuhan University,
revealed that he was full of curiosity about why
the Japanese army had ordered the protection
of the Yellow Crane Tower and Wuhan
University when Wuhan was occupied in 1938.
After many inquiries and much study, he finished

his essay in 2015. Since then, he has asked his
friends to release the touching story every year
during the cherry blossom season.

The history returns to public
Tang, who had moved to the United States,
returned to Wuhan University at the age of 72
in 1985, 40 years after he had left Wuhan. His
return resulted in the unveiling of the stories of
the Japanese military's occupation of Wuhan
University.
Soon after Tang went back to the United
States, he finished writing "Memories of My
Alma Mater upon My Return to Wuhan
University in 1985." In 1991, it was published
in Wuhan University's Alumni Newsletter,
revealing for the first time the planting time of
Wuhan University's cherry trees and the story of
protecting the campus. In 2014, Mr. Pi
Gongliang, who once served as an editor of the
Alumni Newsletter, gave to Hu Xiao all the
newsletters he had kept. Then, Hu had a chance
to tell more people of the Tangs' story.
In the process of collecting and studying the
related historical materials, Hu found that among
the ten staff who were left to protect Wuhan
University campus from the Japanese army,
three of them have died, and the whereabouts
of the rest are still unknown. Only Tang had the
chance to come back to Wuhan University to
impart the story.

