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2018 Wuhan cherry
blossom forecast
The cherry blossom
forecast for the year was
co-published by
WeatherChina.com and the
Hubei Weather Service
Center on March 6. The
cherry blossoms are
predicted to start opening in
mid-March
According to the
forecast, mid-blooming
varieties Yoshino cherry and
edohigan cherry, the most
popular sakura variety, may
start blooming on March 15
at Wuhan University, and

reach their peak between
March 18 to 28.
Other locations, like
Dijiao Park and Qingchuan
Pavillion, expect the midblooming varieties to bloom
on the same day, while
chillier temperatures make
cherry blossoms come a few
days later at East Lake
Cherry Blossom Garden. In
Qingliang Village, where the
temperature has been
relatively cool, cherry
blossoms are forecasted to
last a week longer.
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East Lake Plum Garden in
prime season
By Liu Shuai

Early cherry blossoms
in Wuhan University
inviting visitors
At Wuhan University the P. Majestica, a
species of Yunnan Early Cherry Blossom
with intense pink colors, distinctive from the
common white and pink ones, entered their
blooming season last week. These trees,
though not many in number, are mainly
distributed near the University hospital, and
the arts and sciences division, rather than
the main campus. Since they bloom earlier
than other species, and before the school
imposes the routine online preservation
measures to control daily passenger
volume, visitors currently have free access
to the flowers on campus.

Thanks to the warm weather of
the past several days, 80 percent of
the plum blossoms at the East Lake
Plum Garden are flowering. It is now
the best time for enjoying the garden's
plum blossoms which will last 10 to
14 days.
What is special in the garden is a
unique species with the scientific name
of Armeniaca mume Sieb, whose
petals are mainly white in color but
tinted unpredictably with four hues of
pink. For its discoloring sub-type, the
colors may vary in degree according to
the duration of the blooming; it may
be all white when the flower opens,
and a while later the edges begin to
take on some pink spots which
gradually expand until it is pink all
over.

Wuhan Zoo moves tiger to
new home
By Wang Yaxin

Medical personnels' qipao show to
celebrate Women's Day
By Hu Dongdong
On March 8, over 1,000 female staff of Wuhan Union Hospital participated in
a retro-themed reading event to celebrate the International Women's Day.
Dressed in qipao, medical personnels read their favorite poems and short essay.

On March 1 Wuhan Zoo's new
section for predators was officially
opened to the public after a onemonth trial operation. Presently, a
Siberian tiger, a leopard, two foxes
and four servals have been moved to
their new homes.
"Dealing with tigers is always
thrilling and unforgettable," said Wang
Mingquan, director of the Wuhan Zoo
Veterinary Hospital. In order to
smoothly move a tiger to a new
home, it is customary to give it a mild
anesthetic. The tiger, weighing 300
kilos, lost its usual vigor after being
anesthetized, and afterwards it took
eight men to carry it on a stretcher to
its new home 200 meters away. On
arrival, it was given another injection
to counteract the anesthesia. After a
month of observation, the tiger has
been confirmed to be in good health.
The facade of the new quarters
features a specially textured large glass
window that ensures visitors can see
the animals clearly, but not vice versa,
thus minimizing the impact of human
beings on the animals.

