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The second session of the 14th Wuhan Municipal People's Congress took place between January 10 and 13. The second session of the 13th Wuhan Committee of the
Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) was held between January 9 and 13.
The year of 2018 will witness major development in Wuhan in its quest to become not only a National Central City but also a city with a world-recognized reputation.
The construction of a modern, international, and ecological city will be accelerated while contributions will be made to the rejuvenation of Wuhan.
The People's Congress heard the "Report on the Work of the Government." In 2017 the city focused on four major talent-attracting and investment-promoting projects,
the creation of the Hubei Pilot Free Trade Zone (Wuhan Area), the construction of key highlighted areas, and water control and management in four aspects (flooding,
waterlogging, sewage, and water supply).
In 2018 the government will strengthen their efforts in advancing work in 10 areas to retain the city's historic elements, while modernizing and looking to the future.

By Jiang Taixu, Zheng Ruke & Song Lei

City of future
In 2018 the city will speed up
the construction of a modern,
international, and ecological Wuhan.
It will continue to lay a solid
foundation for the city's rejuvenation.
The city will focus on work in
10 areas for the year. For example,
the strategic layout of urban space
will be optimized by focusing on the
Yangtze River (Changjiang) area with
the construction of the Changjiang
Axis and Changjiang New Town as
the key projects.
Responding to the Belt and
Road Initiative, Wuhan will act as
the backbone of the Yangtze River
economic belt and accelerate the
construction of an open inland
metropolis.
In terms of the key highlighted
projects, the city will work towards
the goal for the approval of the
Changjiang New Town as a statelevel new district. The East Lake
Greenway Phase III will be
constructed with an emphasis on
cultural features.
With optimal plans, all of these
projects will be carried out with one
important goal — benefiting the
people.

Focusing on Wuhan's
internationalization

Made in China 2025
The city will further develop advanced manufacturing and build an optoelectronic
information industry cluster with an output value exceeding RMB 1 trillion. Wuhan
will strive to become a "Made in China 2025" pilot demonstration city and accelerate
the construction of the national information optoelectronics innovation center.

Gathering talent in Wuhan
The city will focus on attracting foreign investment and continue to promote
four major projects intended to encourage and attract international talent to Wuhan.
It will further the project of encouraging university students to stay in the city to
start their own businesses or find jobs after graduation. It will explore the
construction of an international talent port and plan the construction of overseas
innovation centers. Nobel Prize winners will be invited and competitions for
international "makers" will be held.
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Four new national bases
The city will speed up the construction of the National Integrated Circuit Base,
the National Aerospace Industry Base, and the National Cybersecurity Talent and
Innovation Base. It will continue its efforts to build the national base to develop
new-energy cars, intelligent connected vehicles (ICVs), and next-generation cars.
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The year 2017 was a truly
remarkable period for Wuhan as it
entered into a new era of
development. The city spared no
effort in its desire to exceed
expectations when it introduced
innovative reforms and fully
implemented the major strategies of
the central government. From a
historical point of view, Wuhan
currently stands at the high
watermark of its evolution and
there is still more to come.

High-speed railways and metro lines
In addition to the existing eight lines, Metro Line 7 and 27 will be opened this
year. Two more metro lines will begin construction while 11 lines are currently
being built. Buses, bike-sharing, car-sharing, and other modes of public transport
will connect with the metro lines. High-speed rails leading up to the airport are in
the process of planning.

Wuhan will be constructed into a transportation hub as
an inland international gateway, which is able to provide
integrated transportation services. The number of longdistance international flights will be increased and non-stop
international flights (including freight lines) will be opened,
connecting Wuhan to more cities in the world.

East Lake Greenway Phase III
With a focus on enhancing cultural characteristics, East Lake Greenway Phase
III will be built to high standards to create a world-famous lake, an ecological
model, and become the city's urban green heart.
③

Modern, international, and ecological Wuhan
With the Yangtze River acting as the main axis, Wuhan has stepped up its
development. The integration of land, air, and water transportation has served as a
foundation in shaping Wuhan as a National Central City. Wuhan East Lake HighTech Development Zone, Wuhan Economic & Technological Development Zone,
Airport Economic & Technological Development Zone, and the Changjiang New
Town have contributed to the formation of a new layout in the city's economic
development.

The construction of an international talent port as well
as overseas innovation and startup centers will be sped up.
An overseas talent pilot zone will be established. In addition,
green channel services for foreign expatriates in Wuhan will
be improved.
The city will work on improving its reputation worldwide
and put more efforts into its promotion overseas.

Rejuvenation of a great city
In 2017 the city embarked on the journey of its great rejuvenation. Goals were
set for the new era of Wuhan's development. By further determining its position in
the province, in Central China, of the Yangtze River economic belt, and in the
country, Wuhan has come to realize its historic missions at this important time.

The construction of the Hubei Pilot Free Trade Zone
(Wuhan Area) and the national innovation demonstration
area will be pushed forward while the construction of the
Sino-French Wuhan Ecological Demonstration City will be
accelerated.
The construction of the foreign consulate area will see
steady progress. More foreign consulates, international
organizations, and business associations and representative
offices will be invited to come to Wuhan. Exchanges and
cooperation between Wuhan and its international sister cities
will be enhanced in the hope of achieving more fruitful results.
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Remarkable 2017

Wuhan will accelerate the construction
of a modern, international, and ecological
city this year. Putting much emphasis on the
internationalization of Wuhan, the second
session of the 13th Wuhan Committee of
the CPPCC made a list of proposals (as
follows), seeking new achievements in terms
of the opening up of the city.

Projects
of 2018

80 branch street bus routes;

WTA Wuhan Open;

Panlong City Ruins Museum;

Wuhan Fashion Week;

Wuhan Natural History Museum;

Qintai Music Festival;

Activities to be held

Wuhan International Acrobatic Art Festival;

Projects to be completed

Wuhan Marathon;

Jiangbei Expressway;

Wuhan Marathon Swimming;

Sanyang Road under-river tunnel;

Wuhan International Yangtze River Crossing

Southern section of the 4th Ring Road;

Festival;

"Summer in Wuhan" cultural activities;

Wuhan will continue to host important international
conferences, exhibitions, and sporting events, such as the
World Fly-in Expo and the WTA Wuhan Open.
Wuhan will be developed more as an international
tourist destination city. Highlighting the Chu culture and the
Yangtze River civilization, tourist resources will be explored in
and around the city.

Live streaming and e-commerce events;
Campaigns for soliciting anthems and
theme-music for the 2019 Military World
Games

Media outlets in foreign languages will be improved in
order to better serve the local foreign communities. An online
service system for administrative affairs will be created for
expats.
Overseas teaching resources will be brought in. The
construction of new schools for foreign children will be promoted.

