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Welcoming 2018!

Looking back at the past year and looking forward to the new year, many have made their wishes. A new year
means hope and energy. Therefore, it's always helpful to make a good start for what will carry out in the coming
months.
Wuhan welcomed almost 4.2 million tourists during the three-day New Year's holiday this year. People like to
party on New Year's Eve in order to offer a fond farewell to the old year and welcome in the new.

Locals celebrate new year in various ways

Celebrating
new year in
scenic spots
Several scenic spots in Huangpi
District organized New Year's events for
tourists to celebrate the new year.
In the Yunwu Mountain Scenic Area,
an audience of over 400 celebrants
watched fishermen at their trade in the
Basha Reservoir at the foot of Yunwu
Mountain. The fish were later transformed
into delicious fish balls in open-air hearths
on the shores of the reservoir.
In the Qingliang Village Scenic Area,
fish were caught using traditional winter
fishing nets in the Jiuzui Lake. Most of
the fish were over one meter long. There
were other Huangpi traditional activities to
be enjoyed, as well, such as the auction of
the first fish caught and the making of
delicious glutinous rice cakes.
Fish in Chinese reads yú ( 鱼 ) but
sounds the same as yú ( 余 ), a word
meaning extra or more than enough.
Catching fish at the beginning of the new
year signals people's best wishes for
prosperity and fruitfulness.
On the evening of December 31,
2017, over 400 revelers boarded the
Zhiyin Cruise ship to take part in the
2017 Unplugged Champagne Music
Festival. Just before midnight, they went to
the upper deck to ring in the new year
and enjoy the wonderful sights and sounds
of the Yangtze River.

Students from
100 countries
join in HUST's
New Year's
Gala
By Jessie Fan

On the evening of December 31, 2017, residents and tourists celebrated the coming new year in front of the Hankou Customs House.
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Running towards the new year
By Gao Chongcheng

At 3:00 P.M. on January 1, runners began a six-kilometer race in the
Garden Expo site. The event was the work of the organizing committee of
the 2018 Wuhan Marathon. It was held as a way to promote the big event
which will be held in April.
Three thousand people participated in the run through the beautiful
scenery of the park. After the competition was over, runners attended the
recently-opened lantern show.
Other people celebrated the arrival of the new year in a more leisurely
manner by casually strolling along the East Lake Greenway.
Runner in Korean costume
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The 2018 HUST New Year's
Gala was held on the evening of
December 28, 2017. Students
from around 100 countries as
well as China celebrated the
incoming new year together.
The gala was organized into
three sections: "Outlook: Brave
New World," "Explore: Splendid
Ethnic Tour," and "Treasure:
Lifelong Bonds of HUSTers."
The show began with a
passionate musical performance
by a Chinese student band. It was
followed by a spectacular solo
dance by a student from Zambia.
Then, students from the
Bahamas, Cambodia, Indonesia,
Mongolia, Nepal, Pakistan,
Poland, Sri Lanka, The Republic
of Korea, Vietnam, and Zambia
took to the stage and amazed the
audience with both modern and
traditional ethnic dances.
Mina Al-Ani from Iraq said,
"The performances were
absolutely amazing, everyone did
a great job in their performance,
everyone has a story to present,
the singers were singing from
their hearts and their feeling
expression was so heart touching,
the wedding stories of Poland and
Pakistan people were spectacular."
Mohammad Jashim Uddin from
Bangladesh commented that the
gala was "a siren to signal the
end of a tiring year and the start
of a new year full of enthusiasm."
Over 4,000 international
students from 155 countries
studied at HUST in 2017.

Dance "Hej Wesele" by Polish students

Dance "Reflection of Nepalese Glory" by students from Nepal
Happy runners
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